
 

Northleach with Eastington Town Council   Minutes 2026 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of  

Northleach with Eastington Town Council  

held in the Westwoods Centre on 15 July 2026, 7pm 

Present: Cllrs Terry Morley-Blackwell (Chairman), Gina Blackwell, Valerie Glynn, 

Brian Hulcup, Matt Jackson, Michael Seath, Caroline Saunders, and Flam Wellman 

In Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk), and three members of the public 

 

99. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies from Cllrs Laura Kirkby and Jules Russell. 

100. To note the resignation of Byron Hadley and the process to fill the vacancy. 

Byron Hadley’s resignation was noted with regret. The Clerk explained that the 

notice of vacancy had been issued and if residents requested an election then that is 

how the vacancy would be filled, and if not then the council could co-opt. 

101. Declarations of Interest 

There were no interests declared. 

102. County and District Council Reports 

County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson sent his apologies and a written report which had 

been circulated and was read out at the meeting. 

• Local Govt Reorganisation - we are expecting an announcement this week 

(Thursday) on the Government's decision as to which unitary council or councils 

will be in place for Gloucestershire from April 2028. 

• Fire - there is a very high risk of wildfires at the moment due to the prolonged 

dry spell along with record heat and increased winds. Please be alert and vigilant. 

• A417 Missing Link - still on track for a February 2027 opening, parts of the new 

road are now open and there is a 5-week window now when traffic will be at its 

worst due to the works. Please allow extra time for journeys. 

• 20mph – Highways have received your summary of responses to the recent 

survey and that is now with the Road Safety Team. The timescale is still expected 

for Autumn implementation. 

District Councillor Tony Dale also sent his apologies. 

103. Public Participation 

A resident spoke to the motion regarding dog control. He thought it was 

inappropriate to try to change the law to match the signs, that the provision for dogs 

to be under control was adequate, and would prefer signage to be clarified. 

Another resident expressed disappointment with the debate at the recent Cotswold 

District Council planning committee meeting. 
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104. Confirmation of Minutes: 

To confirm and sign the minutes of the annual meeting on 17 June 2026. 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes be confirmed for signing. 

105. Land East of Nostle Road 

App Ref: 26/00613/OUT, Outline application for 50 dwellings, plus associated 

infrastructure and landscaping. All matters reserved except access @ Land To The 

East Of Nostle Road Nostle Road Northleach Gloucestershire. 

To note the decision of Cotswold District Council Planning & Licensing Committee 

to permit the above planning application, receive advice, and determine any 

further action required. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Seath for speaking at the planning committee meeting. 

Cllr Seath summarised his representation, which raised two main reasons for 

objection: loss of landscape, supported by the comments from Cotswold National 

Landscape, and loss of amenity i.e. loss of drinking water and sewage pollution. In his 

opinion, it had not been clear from the committee decision whether any pre-

occupation conditions on the water network would be required. 

Cllr Seath explained that a decision to permit a planning application could not be 

appealed. Therefore, there appeared to be three options available to challenge the 

outcome: a judicial review in the high court, which would be expensive and had a 

low chance of success; a complaint to the Ombudsman, saying the process was 

defective which could see it being referred back to the planning authority to review; 

or requesting the “calling in” of the decision by the Secretary of State. Alternatively, 

the Town Council could endeavour to cooperate with the developer to influence the 

development at reserved matters stage. Following discussion: 

It was RESOLVED that authority be delegated to the Town Clerk with Cllr Seath to 

proceed with seeking a call-in of the application and, if appropriate, pursuing a 

complaint through the Local Government Ombudsman. The approach offering the 

best prospect of achieving a successful outcome would be followed, and councillors 

would be kept fully informed throughout the process. 

It was further RESOLVED to instruct the Clerk to write to the Case Officer to clarify 

which conditions had been imposed in relation to the water network. 

106. Planning & Licensing: 

106.1 To agree comments on planning applications currently open for consultation, if any. 

App Ref:  26/02017/FUL 

Address:  Stable Building All Alone Lane Northleach Gloucestershire  

Proposal:  Change of use to siting of equestrian structures (retrospective)  

It was RESOLVED to submit a comment of NO OBJECTION 
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106.2 To consider the joint letter proposed by Fairford Town Council challenging the 

Cotswold District housing requirement and agree whether the Council should 

support and sign. 

Members discussed the proposal, noting concerns that the current housing 

requirements do not appear to reflect the differing needs and characteristics of rural 

communities, with the same housing targets being applied to areas with very 

different circumstances, including urban areas in the Midlands. 

It was RESOLVED that the Council supports the proposal in principle and work 

collaboratively with other councils on this matter. Cllr Seath offered to act as the 

lead representative and take the matter forward. 

107. Public Spaces Protection Order  

To agree to write to Cotswold District Council expressing support for a Public Spaces 

Protection Order (PSPO) to regulate dogs in playgrounds, cemetery and playing field. 

The Town Clerk explained that the proposal had been made following a number of 

complaints from parents whose children were frightened of dogs. Members felt that 

changing the regulations would make little difference to irresponsible dog owners, 

particularly if there was no enforcement. They noted that there is already a legal 

requirement for dogs to be kept under control, and without effective enforcement, 

introducing further regulations would serve little purpose. 

It was RESOLVED that improved signage was the preferred approach rather than 

pursuing legal measures. It was also agreed to ask Cllr Russell to assist with signage 

and messaging, to request that the Enforcement Officer attend the area at key 

times, and to communicate this approach to those who had raised complaints. 

108. Northleach 800 Celebrations: 

108.1 To receive a general update on event planning (for information only). 

Cllr Moreley-Blackwell provided an update on the proposed event, which will 

comprise two elements: a historical re-enactment and a medieval feast. 

The re-enactment on Saturday 20 March would comprise the blessing of the new 

stocks, the arrival of the Constable and Bailiff to place the selected "vagrant" in the 

stocks, and the appointment of a "King for the Day", who would sign a ceremonial 

charter declaration. It was hoped that the programme will also include a maypole 

dance performed by local children, together with street entertainers and a jester. 

Funding of the stocks was a separate agenda item, while funding for entertainment 

and a road closure would be covered under the current events budget. 

108.2 To review plans for the medieval feast and agree to book the church. 

Cllr Morely-Blackwell explained that they had considered engaging a catering 

company, but no suitable provider had been found, so they proposed that the buffet 

would be prepared by councillors holding food hygiene certificates. A band and 
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jester have been provisionally arranged to provide entertainment following the 

feast. Tickets would be sold to cover the costs of the event. 

It was RESOLVED that the motion be amended to include approval to book the 

entertainment (band and jester) as well as the venue. 

It was RESOLVED to book the church and entertainment. 

108.3 To commission a set of stocks to be made by a volunteer woodworker, with 

estimated expenditure of up to £700 ex VAT for materials including oak beams. 

Cllr Glynn introduced this item. Her husband, a woodworker had volunteered to 

make the stocks on a base and agree a permanent location later. 

It was RESOLVED to commission the set of stocks as described. 

It was suggested that this could come from the events budget. 

109. Charter Market Re-Launch: 

109.1 To note encouraging interest from traders ahead of the market re-launch in August. 

Cllr Glynn introduced this item and said plans were on track for a launch on 5 August. 

It was agreed that local businesses would be contacted to discuss any concerns they 

may have regarding customer parking or potential impacts on trade while the 

market is operating. 

109.2 To approve a budget for managing the market. 

It was RESOLVED to set a budget of £600 for managing the market. 

109.3 To approve the Market Regulations. 

It was RESOLVED to rename the regulations as Stallholder Guidelines and to delegate 

authority to the Clerk, in consultation with Cllr Glynn, to finalise the document. 

109.4 To approve the Casual Trader Standard Terms and Conditions. 

It was RESOLVED that the trader terms and conditions be approved. 

110. Staffing Review: 

To consider the report from LCC Consultancy and determine any further actions.  

Cllr Jackson presented this item. The aim of the LCC Consultancy report was to 

evaluate the council’s profile and staffing resource, and the recommendations 

flowed from that. The report had been discussed by the Finance Committee and 

summary of actions arising from the report was presented.  

Members queried Recommendation 4, that councillors should only take on voluntary 

work in exceptional circumstances, as this suggested they should cut back on 

worthwhile activities such as the Drain Guardians or Wardens Group. Cllr Jackson 

clarified that the recommendation was primarily about councillors taking on jobs 

that would ordinarily be carried out by staff. 

It was RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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111. Finance: 

95.1 To receive the bank reconciliation to 30 June 2026. 

 Cllr Jackson had verified the bank reconciliation. 

95.2 To receive the budget monitoring report for the year to date. 

 The report was received. 

95.3 To approve the payment of accounts as per the schedule appended. 

It was agreed to add the £80.10 invoice from Community Heartbeat Trust for 

replacement defibrillator pads to the payment schedule. 

Members declined to pay the invoice  from GALC, noting that feedback had already 

been provided, and they did not feel there was any value to the training. 

It was RESOLVED that the amended schedule of payments be approved. 

112. To receive minutes of committee meetings: 

The following committee meetings had taken place:  

Westwoods Committee on 13 July 2026 (minutes to be circulated when ready). 

113. To receive items for future meetings (note: no discussion under this item). 

To be added: none. 

114. Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 16 September 2026, 7pm in the Westwoods Centre. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:05 pm. 

 

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes: ______________________________  
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Payment schedule of 15 July 2026 

Invoice date Supplier Service Amount 

16-Jun Northleach Charter Fair Pitch at Charter Fair  £          18.00  

16-Jun Lloyds Bank Service charge  £            5.59  

17-Jun Spot On Supplies Washroom supplies  £          58.38  

17-Jan Carole Cooper Market Place plants  £          70.65  

18-Jun Flags and Flagpoles Northleach 800 bunting  £        174.30  

18-Jun InstantPrint Northleach 800 postcards  £          55.52  

18-Jun Playdale Playgrounds Swing seat  £          72.16  

21-Jun Zen Internet Broadband and phone  £          42.30  

22-Jun BrightHR HR support  £          24.30  

22-Jun GRCC Annual membership  £          25.00  

22-Jun Spot On Supplies Cleaning supplies  £            6.22  

23-Jun Cartridge Save Printer ink  £          33.56  

24-Jun Tesco Stores Sweets, etc   £          19.60  

24-Jun Cathedral Hygiene Sanitary bins  £          70.20  

25-Jun Staff costs * Payroll June  £     5,122.81  

28-Jun Dave Payne Electrics Replacement floodlight  £          92.40  

29-Jun Amazon Stationery  £          32.62  

29-Jun Water Plus Water charges  £          58.20  

30-Jun GA Commercial Dishwasher service  £        132.00  

30-Jun Glebe Contractors * Mowing June  £     1,727.23  

30-Jun Grundon Waste collection  £        146.32  

01-Jul Cotswold District Council Business rates  £        188.00  

01-Jul Smarty Mobile phone   £            6.00  

01-Jul EDF Energy Westwoods electricity  £        177.98  

01-Jul Northleach Post Office Stamps  £            7.28  

02-Jul Stephen Chilton Handyman  £          60.00  

02-Jul Garry Evans * Window cleaning  £          30.00  

07-Jul Wordfence Website firewall  £        121.89  

14-Jul Community Heartbeat Trust * Defib pads  £          80.10  

  TOTAL PAYMENTS   £     8,658.61  

* Not yet paid 


