Northleach with Eastington Town Council

Policy on Bridges Over the River Leach

1. Purpose

Northleach with Eastington Town Council (“the Council”), as trustee of the King George
V Playing Field and owner of Wills and Hamilton Meadows, has responsibility for the
maintenance and upkeep of these areas.

The River Leach for the most part runs alongside the edge of the playing field and the
meadows. This policy sets out the Council’s approach to bridges which are located on,
over, attached to, or otherwise affect Council-owned land or riverbank.

2. Land Ownership and Riparian Responsibilities

Ownership boundaries in the vicinity of the river vary and do not necessarily follow the
centreline of the watercourse. In some locations the legal boundary may lie on either
bank while in others it is defined by historic boundary features such as a wall. The
respective rights and responsibilities of the Council and adjoining landowners are
therefore governed by the location of the legal ownership boundary as determined by
the relevant title deeds and other legal documents.

Where the Council or another landowner is a riparian owner, they will have the rights
and responsibilities that attach to their riparian ownership. For more information on
riparian ownership, please see the Environment Agency or Government website and
search for “riparian rights”.

3. Bridges Affecting Council Land

Having responsibility for parts of the riverbank abutting the field and the meadow, the
Council has responsibility for that bank and over any structures which adjoining owners
may wish to erect over the river to facilitate access to their properties. Where a
proposed bridge or other structure would be attached to, overhang, or otherwise affect
land or riverbank owned by the Council, the Council's prior written approval is required.
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The Council has no objection in principle to the construction of bridges by adjoining
landowners to provide access into the meadow or playing field. However, the Council
will require designs are appropriate to the local environment, provide for the free flow
and future maintenance of the river, and do not give rise to any permanent rights over
Council land.

Design Requirements

The Council has prepared examples of bridge designs which illustrate the general style,
scale and construction principles considered appropriate for this location. These
examples are not intended to be prescriptive, and alternative designs may be considered
where the Council is satisfied that they are suitable having regard to their appearance,
construction, impact on the watercourse, and future maintenance requirements.

Approval and Licensing Process

Any bridge constructed on, over or affecting Council-owned land will require the prior
written consent of the Council and may be subject to a formal licence. The licence will
set out the terms and conditions applying to the individual bridge.

Before construction commences, plans of the design and construction of the proposed
bridge should be submitted to the Council for approval. No works shall begin until the
Council has given its written approval and any required licence has been granted.

Other Permissions and Consents

Applicants will also be responsible for applying for and obtaining any other necessary
permissions, consents, or approvals that may be required for the proposed bridge. These
may include, where applicable, planning permission, and any consents required by
statutory authorities. The Council's approval of a bridge proposal or grant of a licence
does not remove the need to obtain such consents.

Ownership, Maintenance and Liability

Applicants should be aware that any bridge permitted under this policy will remain a
private structure and will be the sole responsibility of the owner of the property it
serves. The Council will not be responsible for its inspection, maintenance, repair,
replacement, or removal, or any liabilities arising from its construction or use.

Rights Reserved by the Council

Permission to construct or retain a bridge will not create any permanent rights over
Council land, nor will it affect the Council's ability to access its land, maintain the river or
undertake other works where required.

Adoption
This policy was first adopted on 8 December 2010.

This version was approved on 3 August 2026.
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