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GUIDE 1: BURIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Bereavement

The Town Council appreciates that bereavement is a difficult time. The following information may help
you with burial arrangements. We are committed to dealing with these matters in a sensitive manner.

Burial Application

All burial arrangements must be made through a professional funeral director, who will liaise with the
relevant authorities and the cemetery on your behalf. They can provide advice about some of the
important decisions you will need to make.

Most of the paperwork required for a funeral to take place will be dealt with by the funeral director.

Before making any other arrangements, you should confirm that Northleach Cemetery can
accommodate the burial or the interment of cremated remains.

We will confirm availability with the funeral director and ask them to complete an Interment form.

You will need to give the Certificate of Burial or Cremation, or 'green form', issued by the Registrar to the
funeral director. The green form must be sent to us along with the application for interment.

Grave Ownership

A grave can only be opened or re-opened for burial with the written permission of the registered grave
owner. This is a legal requirement and ensures that the rights of the grave owner are protected.

If the registered grave owner has died, their next of kin will usually need to arrange a transfer of
ownership before any further burial can take place.

The only exception is where the burial is that of the registered grave owner as they have the right to be
buried in their own grave. The later burial of their spouse can normally be authorised without delay.

For all other family members, the grave ownership must be transferred before a burial can be
authorised. If a burial is needed urgently, we will prioritise this process where possible. Please contact us
for help with transferring grave ownership or to check what is required in your circumstances.

After the Funeral
After the funeral, the Funeral Director will be responsible for reinstating the grave.

Any floral tributes from the funeral may be placed on the grave and remain in situ for up to one month.
Thereafter, cut flowers and tributes may still be left, provided they do not interfere with maintenance.

You should allow a period of 12 months for the ground to settle before installation of a headstone or
memorial. The nature and location of all memorials must be approved by the Burial Authority.

Burial Fees

Fees are payable to purchase the Exclusive Right of Burial, for each interment, and for permission to
install or alter a memorial (including any vases). A schedule of fees can be found on our website:
https://www.northleach.gov.uk/cemetery-and-burial-records/

Further information

If you have any questions please contact us on 01451 861499 or email admin@northleach.gov.uk.
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