NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 25t March 2025 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Byron Hadley, Brian Hulcup, and
Terry Morley-Blackwell

In Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk), and Tim Barter (advisor)

1. To receive apologies for absence

Apologies from ClIr Guy Woolley. Clir Jules Russell was absent.
2. To received declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3. To confirm minutes of the previous meeting

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous committee meeting held on 20 January
2025 be confirmed and signed as an accurate record.

4. To review committee expenditure versus budget to date.

A report was circulated at the meeting.

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY

5. To receive the officer report on cemetery matters.

The Clerk reported that cemetery matters were in hand. She requested the committee’s
feedback on a painted design on a memorial; the committee had NO OBJECTION.

It was noted that the current cemetery regulations only specify the acceptable height of
memorials, they don’t give other dimensions. It was agreed that clear parameters should be
established. The Clerk to add this as an agenda item for discussion at the next meeting.

Concerns were raised regarding the apparent practice of driving over kerbstones when
accessing graves for digging. The Clerk to ask contractors to be more mindful of their route.

Mr Barter reported the discovery of iron railings located behind the green waste area.
6. To receive an update on churchyard matters.

The possibility of replacing or removing the laurel bushes around the boiler house had been
discussed with the PCC. They were open to the suggestion although it had been agreed that
no action would be taken until the boiler house basement had been made safe.

The PCC has employed a gardener to look after the planting by the south gate.
Committee noted that the boundary wall by Glebe House had been beautifully repaired.
7. To receive the Garden of Remembrance design and consider the next steps.

The Committee discussed the cemetery design, focusing on the pathways and options for
commemoration, and the process for developing the site.




10.

11.

The original grant of planning permission for the 1976 cemetery extension had been located;
CDS was checking whether any further permissions would be required.

The Committee considered whether to seek community feedback and explain the reasoning
behind the proposed development, including the urgent need for additional grave space.

It was RESOLVED to continue gathering information on the potential costs of implementing
the proposed works.

PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES

Allotments: To receive the officer report.

The Clerk reported that an allotment tenant had asked the Council to service the petrol
mower in the shed which had previously belonged to the Allotment Association. While the
Council has made voluntary contributions towards fuel in the past, the mowers are not
owned or managed by the Council and the council does not have oversight of health and
safety. Committee members were not comfortable providing a mower for general use.

It was confirmed that mowing the pathways remains the responsibility of individual tenants,
and the Council is not in a position to replace mowing equipment if it fails.

Benches: To adopt a Memorial Bench Policy.
In Section 3, it was agreed to amend the wording from “able” to “liable”.

It was RESOLVED that, subject to this amendment, the Memorial Bench Policy and
agreement be adopted.

Defibrillators: To receive an update on the proposed Ward Road site and discuss next
steps.

The Clerk reported that Bromford’s Locality Manager supported the proposal, and the next
step was to set up a hosting agreement. Committee agreed to delegate this task to the Clerk.

It was noted that the Government grant scheme for defibrillators had finished. The Clerk
would check with Cotswold District Council regarding potential funding support.

It was agreed that, once the hosting agreement is signed, an order will be placed for a
Powerheart G5 defibrillator, matching the style of other units in the town.

Play Equipment:

To receive routine inspection reports and consider any actions arising.

The reports were received. Cllr Hulcup would try greasing the roundabout bearing.
To approve annual inspection by ROSPA Play Safety in April at estimated cost of £180.
It was RESOLVED that the annual inspection by ROSPA Play Safety be approved.

To consider quotation(s) for repairing the zip wire.

Committee were thankful the damage had been reported promptly, enabling the issue to be
addressed before any injury occurred. The Clerk was asked to write to the school to thank
the pupil who reported the issue for their responsible actions.

It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation from PlayQuest of £1,100 ex VAT to replace the
damaged part.



12,

14.

15.

(a)

(b)

(b)

River Leach:
To report back on meeting with resident.

Clir Wellman reported a positive meeting with the resident, who acknowledged that
although they felt the river appeared untidy, there was little risk of flooding. It was agreed
that, should any significant works be required, both parties would liaise accordingly.

To consider advice from GWT about river management and agree actions arising.

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust had sent further information about managing riverbanks. It
was agreed to hold a site meeting at 6pm on Monday 12 May to review the area and discuss
the advice received. The Clerk would send out an invitation to committee members.

Clir Morley-Blackwell reported an exposed cable by the stream near the stepping stones.
To note that Handyman has been asked to repair bridge from Eastington Road.

This was duly noted.

Trees: To consider quotations for:

To consider letter about annual pruning of lime trees on West End.

The Clerk was asked to discuss the trees with Gloucestershire County Council, as the trees
could become quite large and encroach on properties if they are not managed.

The following actions were agreed:

e check whether the trees are protected.

e get a quote for pleaching the trees and

e write a letter thanking the resident for looking after the lime trees and seeking his
advice on the best time to prune.

To consider quotations for pruning the trees at Crail View.
It was RESOLVED to instruct Central Trees to prune the trees at a cost of £810 ex VAT.
To receive items for future meetings (for information only).

To be added: Faggoting, revetment of river banks, grit bin on Farmington Road, feedback on
greasing the roundabout bearing.

Date of Next Meeting
The next committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 19 May 2025.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:25 pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:




