NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2025 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Byron Hadley, Brian Hulcup,
Terry Morley-Blackwell and Jules Russell

In Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk), and Tim Barter (advisor)

1. To receive apologies for absence

Clirs Mark Tennant and Guy Woolley were absent.
2. To received declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3. To confirm minutes of the previous meeting

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous committee meeting held on 25 November
2024 be confirmed and signed as an accurate record.

4. To review committee expenditure versus budget to date.

A report had been circulated.

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY

5. To receive the officer report on cemetery matters.

The Clerk reported that it was busy time with several burials in graves reserved many
decades ago. Branches needed cutting back around 2/432 as they had grown over the space.
Mr Barter volunteered to cut back the tree; raising the crown and tidying up generally, and
would bring the matter back if he felt professional services were required.

6. To receive survey and location / pathway plans from CDS and consider matters arising.
The topographical survey had been carried out on 12 December 2024.

CDS had shared plans confirming the extent of the design area for the new Garden of
Remembrance and proposed hard-surface pathways to it.

Concerns had been raised about low branches where the pathway went under a tree.
However, there were no other clear routes through this part of the cemetery which didn’t
cross graves, and it was felt this was the best that could be achieved.

7. To consider replacing the posts and wire of the churchyard green waste collection area.

After a discussion it was agreed to replace like with like, using posts with stock netting and
additional rails. It was also proposed to put stickers on the bins to say non-recyclable
materials (only) in the bin and a sign saying compostable materials in the green waste.

Action: The Clerk would seek prices from a fencing contactor and ask McCracken to empty
the green waste.




10.

11.

12.

13.

(a)

(b)

(a)

To report discovery of steps to a room under the churchyard boiler house.

As noted at the previous meeting, cutting back the laurel had exposed steps leading to a
basement under the boiler house which the PCC were dealing with. Committee discussed
removing the laurel next to the steps and replacing the laurel by the oil tank with yew. It was
agreed to put this suggestion to the PCC.

To consider installing a litter bin in the churchyard at a cost of £210.

The PCC had agreed to the proposal for a new litter bin at the entrance to the church gate
on the south side. It was noted that Ubico always provide the same style of green bin. The
Clerk would explore whether a black heritage bin was available at a similar price.

It was RESOLVED to proceed on this basis.

PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES

Allotments: To receive the officer report and discuss composting at the allotments.
The Clerk reported that all plots are currently occupied.

In relation to composting, it was felt that while allotment tenants can make compost for
their own use, the allotment site doesn’t have enough space for community composting.

Defibrillators: To receive an update on the proposed Ward Road site, and discuss next
steps.

The Clerk reported that Bromford are positive about the proposal, but she was still trying to
arrange a site meeting with the Locality Manager for the area.

An application has been made to Government grant scheme for new defibrillators; one of
conditions of scheme is that it is installed and connected to power within 4 weeks.

The Clerk also reported that installation of the new cabinet for the Market Place defibrillator
had been delayed as the original cabinet supplied had been faulty.

Play Equipment:

To receive routine inspection reports and consider any actions arising.

No new issues had been raised.

Signs have been installed at Ward Road playground today.

Roundabout bearing has been installed.

To consider quotation for an inspection hatch for the Orbit roundabout.

It was decided to review after the first attempt to grease the bearing.

River Leach:

To consider correspondence from neighbour about flood risk and agree response.

It was noted that the letter sent to households about ownership and responsibility along the
river was general, but the circumstances vary for each property. It was agreed to invite the
resident to meet on site to discuss their specific circumstances and concerns, and then
confirm the discussions and any agreed actions in writing.



14.

15.

16.

(b)

(b)

To consider re-issuing letters about riparian rights.

The council discussed various points regarding the management of the meadow and river,
particularly in relation to flooding and biodiversity conservation.

Key points raised during the discussion included:

e The benefit of providing a clear statement to the community outlining how the council
manages the meadow and river, as well as its response to flooding events, particularly in
cases where the riverbank is breached.

e Concerns about the river’s artificial nature and the potential for natural erosion to alter
its course, potentially relocating the river to the valley bottom.

e The importance of advising residents to contact the council if they have concerns about
the river, their property boundaries, responsibilities, or if they require access as
neighbouring landowners.

e Observations on the Environment Agency’s evolving advice, which has shifted from a
focus on maintaining flow to recognising a duty to conserve biodiversity.

e General agreement that intervention should only occur if a specific problem arises, with
bunding cited as an example of proactive management.

It was agreed that no decisions would be made at this stage. Instead, a position statement
will be drafted to share with the community, summarising the council’s approach to
managing the meadow and river and clarifying responsibilities in the event of flooding.

To discuss advice received about river maintenance.

The Clerk had reached out to various agencies and companies for advice. Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust had responded positively and offered to review photographs of the river.

Scout Hut / Cricket Store: To consider quotations for:
adding guttering the building

A quotation had been received from Stephen Chilton which the committee was happy to
accept. Spare metal downpipes had been located the pavilion store. The Clerk to follow up
to see if any of this could be used.

patching the render (if available).

The quotation had not yet arrived. Cllr Morley-Blackwell to follow up.

To receive items for future meetings (for information only).

Lime trees on West End.

Grit bin on top of Farmington Road.

Removal (or replacement of) dead tree in cemetery.

Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 24 March 2025.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:55 pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:




