
 

 
 

NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Property & Premises Management Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held on 20 May 2024 at 7pm 

Committee Members Present:  Cllrs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Byron Hadley, Brian Hulcup, 

Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mark Tennant 

In Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk), Tim Barter (advisor) 

 

1. Election of Chairman 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Andrew Wellman be elected as Committee Chairman. 

2. To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllrs Jules Russell and Guy Woolley.  

3. To received declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

4. To confirm minutes of the previous meeting 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous committee meeting held on 18 March 

2024 be confirmed and signed as an accurate record. 

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY 

5. To receive the officer report on cemetery matters and consider any actions arising. 

All matters were covered elsewhere on the agenda. 

6. To note replacement of churchyard lamp under clerk’s delegated authority. 

The Clerk reported that the lamp nearest the south gate had been repaired after the lantern 

blew down in the recent storm. Electricians RJ Dorey had made two visits, one to make safe 

and another to install a new lantern, at a cost of £170 ex VAT and £387.50 ex VAT, 

respectively. The PCC had paid for the sensor and timer installed in the church. 

7. To receive the biannual cemetery and churchyard inspection and consider actions arising. 

The cemetery inspection report was received and the following points raised: 

(a) The Clerk will write to the new vicarage about ivy growing on their wall. 

(b) Mr Barter volunteered to do selective pruning of the entrances to the tree arches. 

(c) A sycamore tree is growing through the wall on the north, which will be cut back.  

(d) Cllr Hulcup has repaired the plastic chains around the ashes plots. 

(e) Staff have started the process of notifying people about wobbly memorials. It was 

agreed that ‘Category 1’ unsecured memorials would be laid flat. 

(f) A site meeting at 12pm on Thursday 23rd May to agree any further actions required. 

(g) It was agreed to write to owners of graves that are in breach of regulations. 



 

 
 

The Churchyard inspection report was received and the following points discussed: 

(h) Graves lent against wall should be laid flat for safety, members said. The Clerk was asked 

to check grave in photo 25. It was noted that some headstones are delaminating and 

agreed that listed monuments would be given priority for repair. 

(i) As the kissing gate is often left open, a ‘please close the gate’ sign would be installed.  

(j) Complaints have been received about dogs roaming off the lead in the cemetery. It was 

suggested that the gate at the far end of the cemetery could be kept closed to 

encourage people to use the public footpath that goes around the outside instead. 

(k) Laurel around the boiler house needs cutting back again. 

(l) The new churchyard pathway looks good. 

8. To receive an update on the Garden of Remembrance project.  

Cllr Hadley and the Town Clerk would progress the project.  

The Committee would like a timeline. 

PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES 

9. To review committee expenditure versus budget to date. 

The report was received and noted.  

10. Allotments:  

(a) To receive the officer report and update on actions from the accessibility report. 

The Clerk gave a short verbal report. A couple of plots have changed hands recently. 

The Clerk recommended starting plot inspections. It was agreed this would take place over 

in the summer by Cllrs Hadley and Morley-Blackwell. 

The Clerk would investigate whether there is a back flow valve on tap. 

The accessibility review of the allotments had been circulated.  

It was agreed to add site notices, and investigate gate latches.  

11. Defibrillators: 

(a) To note Market Place defib has been sent for servicing, a loan unit has been provided. 

This was noted. The defib had only been out of action for a few days. 

(b) To receive information about grant funding for defibs and consider the way forward.  

It was agreed to speak to Bromford about permission to site a defib on their property.  

12. Play Equipment 

(a) To receive the annual playground inspection report. 

The report was received. There were no high risk findings, but there were a number of 

lower risk maintenance issues. The playground gate continues to cause issues and it was 

agreed to purchase another gate spring if necessary. New slightly bigger cable ties are 

needed for the goal nets. The zip wire cable had been tightened in April. Pigeon poo on 

swings is an issue. 



 

 
 

(b) To consider maintenance and/or replacement of the Orbit roundabout bearing. 

A quotation had been received from Playdale. It was agreed to see if there was a less 

expensive alternative. 

(c) To consider purchase of replacement fencing at Tayler Road. 

It was RESOLVED that quotation from AB Fencing be accepted at a cost of £660 ex VAT, 

subject to confirmation that it included removal of waste from site. 

(d) To receive routine inspection reports and consider any further actions arising. 

No further actions required. 

(e) To consider playground inspection training course for staff and volunteers at £60pp. 

It was RESOLVED that approve attendance by maximum of 3 staff or volunteers who are 

undertaking playground inspections.  

13. Trees: To consider any additional tree works (as per minute 15 of 29 January 2024) 

It was RESOLVED that the thuja and blue cypress in the Ward Road Playground be removed 

at a cost of £150 ex VAT. Work may need to be delayed until after the bird nesting season. 

14. Wildflower verges: To note correspondence received and consider any actions arising.  

A request had been received from a resident of Ward Road to include the verge outside their 

property in the council’s wildflower area. There was a discussion about mowing on 

residential streets and consistency in dealing with requests from residents. 

It was RESOLVED to respond that if the resident would manage the verge, the council would 

cut the verge at the end of the season and collect the cuttings, and supply a ‘wildflower trial’ 

sign to show they are working with the council, but to note that this agreement would only 

apply to the verge in front of their property. 

The issue of stones on verges would be taken up with highways. 

Mr Barter pointed out that a whitebeam in the verge on East End had died. 

15. To receive information on preserving the telephone box on the Market Place.  

Information had been circulated from BT/Openreach on criteria for removing a phone box. 

It was agreed that no further action was required. 

16. To note response received from Glebe House regarding the wall. 

An email had been received thanking the council for removing ivy from the wall and stating 

that they were seeking legal advice and quotations to repair the wall. Members noted that 

now the ivy had been cleared anyone contracting to repair the wall could see the extent of 

the area to be repaired. However, there is ivy at growing on top of the wall and from the 

Glebe House side which could not be reached from the churchyard.  

17. To receive items for future meetings: (for information only) 

Already noted: public rights of way; asset inspections; land at 8 Tayler Rd. 

18. Date of Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 22 July 2024. 

 



 

 
 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:25 pm. 

 

 

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes: ________________________ 


