NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 18 March 2024 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Byron Hadley, Terry Morley-
Blackwell, and Jules Russell

In Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk), Tim Barter (advisor) and one member of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies received from Clirs Brian Hulcup and Guy Woolley.
Absent: Cllr Mark Tennant.

2, To received declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3. To confirm minutes of the previous meeting

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous committee meeting held on 29 January
2024 be confirmed and signed as an accurate record.

A member of the public asked to speak to the motion about the allotments. Item 9 was
discussed at this point in the meeting, but is recorded later for ease of reference.

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY

4, To receive the officer report on cemetery matters and consider any actions arising.
The Clerk gave a short verbal update on workload and issues with historic numbering.

Clir Hadley reported issues with the cemetery pathways. Heavy rain has made it hazardous
to navigate the pathways, especially when carrying a coffin on a bier. The path on the right
side is overgrown and the arches require trimming. Additionally, visitors are forced to duck
under a low bough on the central path. It was agreed that tree works should be considered
and quotations the pathway improvements investigated in the new financial year.

5. To receive report on ICCM course on ‘Establishing and managing gardens of remembrance.

The Clerk shared information about the course. Members discussed pricing and licensing for
new types of commemoration. It was suggested looking at local crematoria to see what
paperwork and procedures they have for memorials.

Clir Hadley would find examples of paperwork from Cheltenham and Coney Hill.
6. To consider quotations for topo survey and concept design for Garden of Remembrance.

Two quotations had been received for the concept design, one that also included the
detailed design, and three options for topographical surveys.

It was RESOLVED that the quotation from The CDS Group be accepted including the
topographical survey and concept design at a total cost of £3,387 ex VAT.
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PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES

Action Point Update

The Clerk reported that:

(a) The Commonwealth War Graves sign has been installed at the cemetery.
(b) Central Trees has started the tree works.

(c) Clir Russell had designed a new playground sign. It was agreed to use an online tool to
check for any issues with accessibility and colour blindness.

(d) Fields in Trust had challenged the ownership of Scout Hut / Cricket Store.

(e) The U3A Gardening Group had offered to weed and trim the area by the churchyard
south gate. It was agreed to accept their offer with thanks.

To review committee expenditure versus budget to date.
The report was noted.
Allotments: To consider reasonable adjustments for customers with disabilities.

A resident spoke about their request to use a hosepipe as a reasonable adjustment for their
disability. They would be prepared to have conditions about putting hosepipe away. It was
found that the distance from the plot they had been offered to the tap was more than 60m.

It was RESOLVED that hosepipes would be allowed for people with accessibility needs.

The Clerk to investigate whether there is a back flow valve on tap.

The accessibility review of the allotments had been circulated.

It was agreed to add site notices and investigate gate latches.

Defibrillators: To note issues with thermostat on 2 cabinets which are being addressed.

To note ongoing issues with cabinets and agree actions arising.

The new thermostat had been installed in the defib at the Fire Station.

The Clerk was asked to investigate prices for a new cabinet for the defib in the Market Place.
To consider providing an additional defibrillator in the north of the town.

Several potential sites for a new defibrillator were discussed around Fortey Road and Ward
Road. The Clerk was asked to investigate grant funding and landowner permissions.

Play Equipment

To receive routine inspection reports and consider any actions arising.
The latest reports had been circulated.

(a) New football nets: - have been purchased.

(b) Pigeon deterrents: -

It was RESOLVED that the pigeon spikes should be removed, to purchase a pigeon
deterrent to see if it is effective, and bring the issue back to committee if necessary.

(c) Tayler Road fencing — It was agreed to refresh quotations and bring to the next meeting.



To consider response to issues raised by playground neighbour.

Members discussed a neighbour’s request to acquire council land. The title deeds confirmed
the extent of the council’s ownership. It was noted that the land is subject to a restrictive
covenant, ensuring it remains public open space for the benefit of the community.

It was RESOLVED that enter into negotiations with the neighbour to try and find a mutually
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agreeable way forward bearing in mind the discussions at this meeting.

It was agreed that to invite the neighbour to a meeting at the Westwoods Centre.

Members discussed the two conifers planted close to the wall and agreed they could be

removed. The Clerk would seek quotations for consideration at the next meeting.

To discuss local Public Rights of Way and agree any actions arising.

The matter was deferred.

To receive information on preserving the telephone box on the Market Place.

The matter was deferred.

To consider whether further action is required with regard to Glebe House wall.

It was RESOLVED to write a letter to Glebe House asking about progress with the wall.
Items for Future Meetings

Already noted: Annual playground inspection, additional tree works.

Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 20 May 2024.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:45pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:




