NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 20 November 2023 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Byron Hadley, Brian Hulcup,
Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mark Tennant

In Attendance: Tim Barter (advisor)

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Clirs Jules Russell and Guy Woolley.
2. Declarations of Interest

Clir Wellman declared a personal interest in the item about the cricket stoor door as he
knows one of the contractors.

3. Minutes

Clir Wellman asked about scarification. Although it was too late in the year now, he would
like the topic on the agenda in the earlier part of the year to see whether it was necessary.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous committee meeting held on 25 September
2023 be confirmed and signed as an accurate record.

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY

4, Cemetery
To receive and note the officer report.

A recent meeting had been held with the local funeral who raised several concerns about
recently introduced processes for transferring grave ownership. First, that the requirement
to transfer plot ownership would delay burials. Second, historically the funeral director had
been recorded as the owner of graves. Last, the transfer forms were too complex. The Clerk
had complied a list of graves owned by the funeral director and was investigating the best
way to deal with the issue. Forms would be revised to make the process easier to follow. The
Clerk was asked to bring revised forms to the next meeting.

5. Cemetery Fees and Charges
To agree fees and charges for 2024-25.
It was proposed that fees be increased by 5% rounded to the nearest pound.

It was RESOLVED that cemetery fees and charges are increased by 5% from April.

PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES

6. Action Point Update
The Clerk gave the following verbal update:
e Verges surveys would be published online.

e Dog waste bin does not fit; the bracket is an older style and needs modification.




8.2
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10.

11.

e The Playdale engineer recommended replacing the roundabout bearings in 6-12 months.
e Junior goals are being moved by Clirs Hulcup and Wellman.

e Rosemary has reappeared on the war memorial, and we are not sure who planted it.

e Defib cabinet thermostat has failed; Community Heartbeat Trust sent a replacement.

e Birch Utilities on behalf of SSE have requested permission to undertake tree thinning
near overhead wires on the playing field.

Finance

To review committee expenditure versus budget to date. There were no comments.
Allotments

To receive and note officer report and consider actions arising:

To consider Men in Sheds offer to make plot markers so that plots can be identified;
It was decided not to take this forward.

Request to use a hosepipe as a reasonable adjustment.

It was agreed that Cllr Morley-Blackwell would speak with Clir Kirkby as author of
accessibility audit to review the accessibility of the allotments.

Play Equipment
To receive annual playground inspection report and consider actions arising:
(a) failed gate springs (KGV): it was agreed to buy springs at cost of £40 each plus P&P.

(b) boundary fence (KGV): it was noted that the link mesh fence needs removing, but it was
not clear what it should be replaced with; it also needs a new agricultural stock fence on
the field side, as there is only one strand of barbed wire and the cattle have pushed the
posts over. The Clerk would speak with local farmer about stock proof fencing.

(c) bird spikes above swings (Ward Road): after taking advice, this was decided against.
(d) Rotted fence posts (Ward Road): it was agreed to include this in next year’s budget.
Town Trustee Plaque

To consider Town Trustee request for a plaque to recognise their grant to the playground.

Members felt it was right that the donation should acknowledged. Suggested wording was
‘Funded by Town Council with generous support from ..." utilising the same posts if possible.

It was RESOLVED that donation would be acknowledged and to write to the Northleach
Town Trustees explaining that we are investigating the options and costs.

Christmas Tree
To confirm arrangements for this year’s Christmas tree in the Market Place.

The Clerk explained that supply of the tree was only one part of puzzle; there was also
delivery, erecting, decorating, dismantling and disposal to consider. A free tree had been
offered but this would mean organising delivery using volunteers which would be difficult
given the size of the tree. She confirmed that an order had been placed with Cirencester
Christmas Trees, plus a tractor and driver to erect it, and it would come in within budget.

The Clerk was asked to write to the Slatters to thank them for their kind offer of a free tree.



12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Tree Survey

To receive the Tree Inspection Report and agree actions arising.

It was RESOLVED to grant authority to the Clerk deal with urgent safety works i.e. T24, T38.
Cllr Hulcup and Mr Barter would attempt to remove the bramble from T70.

Cricket Store Door

To consider quotations to repair the cricket shed door.

It was RESOLVED to make a request to Full Council to release additional funding from
reserves to enable the work to be done.

It was agreed that the meeting would continue past two hours.
Churchyard
To discuss issues relating to repairs to churchyard pathway and agree next steps.

The Clerk reported that the County Council Public Rights of Way team had decided to
resurface the pathway from the south gate to the drains by the Church rooms. On the basis
the Council may be willing to share the cost, they had asked the contractor for a second
qguote which included resurfacing the rest of the pathway to the kissing gate.

Budget 2024-25
To consider items to recommend for inclusion in the budget for 2024-25.
The following items were put forward:

General uplift in all budgets; Ward Road playground fence, roundabout bearing and
boundary fencing KGV play area; Garden of Remembrance project, and pathways through
churchyard; Churchyard pathway, additional tree works; Christmas tree; verges (seed and
scarifiers); drystone wall on south of Wills Meadow; adaptations for accessibility.

Items for Future Meetings
Already noted: accessibility, mowing contract, public rights of way (Toilet door signs).
Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 29 January 2024.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:30pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:




