
 

 
 

NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Property & Premises Management Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held on 8 August 2023 at 7pm 

Committee Members Present:  Cllrs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Byron Hadley, Brian Hulcup, 

Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mark Tennant 

In Attendance:  Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk), Tim Barter (advisor) and 3 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies received from Cllrs Jules Russell and Guy Woolley. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

No committee members declared an interest. 

3. Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 22 May 2023 be 

confirmed and signed as an accurate record. 

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY 
4. Cemetery 

To receive and note the officer report. The Town Clerk gave a short verbal update, noting 

that the Administration Officer post was still vacant. 

5. Commonwealth War Graves 

To review request from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to erect a sign 

indicating a war grave at the cemetery. 

It was RESOLVED to apply for Commonwealth War Graves sign of standard size to be 

positioned on the railings. 

6. Garden of Remembrance 

To receive a progress report on the Garden of Remembrance project.  

The Town Clerk and Cllr Hadley had spoken to a services supplier, who suggested a 

topographical survey before the design stage. Two quotes for the survey were in, the third 

was awaited. The Clerk pointed out that budgetary provision was limited in the current 

financial year. After a discussion it was agreed to wait on the third quote.  

7. Churchyard 

To review a quotation to renovate the pathway from the south gate to the kissing gate. 

A quotation had been received with a view to including the work in the budget for next year. 

Members asked whether highways would contribute financially towards the repair of a 

footpath surface. They also asked for clarity on the extra work not included the quotation 

for preparing the ground. 

  



 

 
 

8. Glebe House Wall 

To receive a report on the meeting with the Glebe House Management Company regarding 

the wall, and legal advice on the matter, and determine further actions. 

A representative of the Glebe House Management Company was invited to speak. They 

summarised their understanding of the situation and reiterated their proposal to share the 

cost of repairing the wall 50:50 with the Town Council. 

It was RESOLVED that press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of 

the following business by virtue of the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and the confidential nature of the business. 

Members of the public left the room and the discussion continued. 

It was noted that the legal advice supported the Town Council’s position that it is not 

responsible for the dividing wall with Glebe House.  

It was proposed that the Town Council offer to pay for the removal of the ivy with a clear 

understanding that the council is not liable for any damage resulting from this action, and 

the wall is not the council’s responsibility. The Glebe House Management Company should 

be made aware that the council has been advised that removing the ivy could destabilise the 

wall and so it should not be removed until the wall was being repaired. 

On being put the vote the motion failed. 

Following a lengthy debate about the wording of the proposal:  

It was RESOLVED that, although it is clear that the council does not own any part of the 

churchyard or have maintenance responsibility for the wall and the matter should be 

referred back to the church, the Town Council is willing as a gesture of goodwill to offer a 

contribution of £500 toward the removal of the ivy from the wall when they are ready to 

rebuild the wall. 

PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES 

9. Finance 

Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date. There was not much to 

see so early in the financial year. 

10. Allotments 

 The Clerk reported that one or two plots may become vacant by the autumn. 

11. Play Areas & Equipment 

11.1 To receive and note the Sovereign compliance check. This was noted. 

11.2 To receive annual playground inspection report and consider actions arising: 

(a) Zip-wire dismantling inspection. This had been carried out earlier in the month. The 

committee would require a written report with photographic evidence in future. 

(b) Fence posts and wire chain link fencing are failing. The Clerk was asked to write to 

Broadfield farms about the cow in the playground and ask them to strengthen their 

stockproof fence. 

11.3 To review the management of goals on the playing field. This would be kept under review. 



 

 
 

11.4 To review signage at the playing field and meadows.  

Residents had taken to social media to complain that signs which state ‘dogs on leads’ are 

not appropriate or enforceable. It was noted that the signs themselves were in poor 

condition. It was agreed that the messages should be kept simple and clear, e.g. Please keep 

dogs under control; pick up your litter; pick up after your dog. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to design and purchase replacement signs 

with a budget of £150. The Clerk was asked to circulate the proposed wording to committee 

members before finalising the signs.  

12. Items for Future Meetings 

Already noted: Meadow Management Plan, tree survey, bridge licences, wildflower planting, 

cricket shed door.  

13. Date of Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 18 September 2023. 

[Post meeting note: the meeting was rescheduled for Monday 25 September.] 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:10 pm. 

 

 

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes: ________________________ 


