NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 25 September 2023 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Brian Hulcup, Terry Morley-
Blackwell, Jules Russell (arrived during item 5), Mark Tennant, and Guy Woolley

In Attendance: Tim Barter (advisor) and Jan Blake (volunteer reporting on botanical surveys)

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Clirs Byron Hadley.
2. Declarations of Interest

No committee members declared an interest.
3. Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 8 August 2023 be
confirmed and signed as an accurate record.

4. Action Point Update

The Chairman noted that the Town Clerk was absent due to illness. An update had been
supplied by email and the points would be covered under other items in the meeting.

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY

5. Cemetery

To receive and note the officer report. A short written report had been circulated. It was
noted that Alison Rainbow is assisting with cemetery work as Locum Administration Officer.

6. Garden of Remembrance
To review quotations for the Garden of Remembrance project and agree next steps.

The matter was deferred to the next meeting.

PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES

The Chairman proposed and it was agreed to discuss the motion on wildflower verges next.
7. Wildflower Verges

Wildflower verges: To note resident’s kind offer to undertake a botanical survey of the
verges, review the results of the survey, and agree the next steps.

Jan Blake was invited to present the findings from the botanical survey she had undertaken.

A report had been circulated. Jan explained that the survey counted ‘indicator species’
which are biological indicators of habitat type and condition. She had included some other
species of interest because they are pretty or good for insects. A few invasive or injurious
species covered by the Weeds Act 1959 were also noted.

She said it was late in the season for wildflowers, so you could expect to find more species if
the survey was repeated earlier in the summer.
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Eastington Road verge had the highest number of indicator species. Crail View was one of
the most varied areas, even though it was mown. The housing estate had been a meadow
about 30 years ago and the seed bank can lie dormant for many years. The verges on

Fortey Road also had some interesting flowers. Surprisingly, although East End had plenty of
flowers, it had few indicator species.

The Gloucester County Council Road Verge Policy and the guidance from PlantLife were
highlighted as important sources of guidance on how to manage verges for nature. The first
improvement is to carry out one cut a year from September onwards.

There was a long discussion about whether the mowing contract included a collected cut of
the verges and around using a scarifier to prepare the ground for seeding. It was noted that
the grass is very long this year, which would leave too many cuttings to just rake it to the
back of the verge. A group of volunteers would be needed to help with clearing.

It was RESOLVED that McCracken is asked to cut and remove the cuttings then hire a
scarifier at a cost of up to £100 and use volunteers to help clear the area, or if collecting is
not in the contract then recruit a working party to remove as many cuttings as possible.

It was RESOLVED to give it another year before seeding to see what the flowers came up
naturally in the spring.

The Committee Chairman thanked Jan Blake for her report.

Finance

To review committee expenditure versus budget to date. There were no comments.
Allotments

To receive and note officer report and consider actions arising.

A short report had been circulated; one or two plots may become vacant by the autumn.

It was suggested that if anyone has a problem with clearing plots at the end of a tenancy
then council could ask members of Northleach Free Plant Share if they would help to clear
the plot and offer any remaining produce to the community.

To consider Men in Sheds offer to provide plot markers for the cost of materials.
Councillors asked why the plot numbers were required.

It was agreed to seek clarification before bringing the matter back to the next meeting.
Defibrillators

To approve purchase of new battery for unit in the Market Place and discuss potential issue
with thermostat for unit at the Fire Station.

It was RESOLVED that a new defibrillator battery be purchased.

It was reported that the Clerk is still investigating the issue with thermostat.
Litter Bins

To approve purchase of new dog waste bin for Back Lane.

It was RESOLVED that a new dog waste bin be purchased from Earth Anchors at a cost of
£155.95 ex VAT, including a Fastlock key for removing the old bin and fitting the new.

Tim Barter offered to fit the new bin.
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Play Equipment
To receive and note the Sovereign compliance check. This was noted.
To receive annual playground inspection report and consider actions arising:

(a) Field boundary fencing;
(b) Roundabout inspection; and
(c) Failed gate spring.

It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Playdale of £254.80 ex VAT for an engineer
visit to assess the condition of the inclusive orbit bearing and repair the team swing seat.

Further information was required with regards to (a) and (c).
Football Goals
To review the management of goals on the playing field.

The background of the issue was explained to new committee members, why the goals have
to be weighted and moved regularly, and the various approaches that have been tried.

Options discussed included buying self-weighted goals, a more durable surface, keeping
them on the meadow rather than the playing field, or having the goals moved by staff.

It was RESOLVED that moving the goals be included in the caretaker role, who would liaise
with a councillor to assist.

Tree Survey
To appoint an arborist to carry out an inspection of trees on council land.

It was RESOLVED that Company B, BJ Unwin Forestry, be appointed to carry out the tree
inspection as per the quotation of £980 ex VAT subject to confirmation of their public
liability insurance.

Christmas Tree
To review options for this year’s Christmas tree in the Market Place.

The usual contractor was not going to be available this year and so the Clerk had been trying
to source alternatives. One quote had been received which was significantly more expensive
than previous years. Cllr Morley-Blackwell suggested using a tree from a local farmer and
asked if she should continue to pursue this line of enquiry.

The Clerk would be asked to keep researching the options and include on the next agenda.
Clir Morley-Blackwell would get more details about the local tree.

Wills Meadow

To note annual hay cut has taken place and receive an update on the Glorious Cotswold
Grasslands project.

Tim Barter explained that this year the hay crop was taken later, which gives flowers more
chance to bloom and seed. Brian Brazington had got 30 bales of hay from it. He was asked
about coming back to prepare the ground for reseeding, and he recommended taking away
more grass and then scarifying first, which had been done. Volunteers from the Glorious
Cotswold Grassland have since seeded the meadow using locally collected wildflower seeds.

It was suggested that the council should publicise the project and a letter of thanks be
written to Brian Brazington for his contribution.



17.

18.

Items for Future Meetings
Already noted: Meadow Management Plan, bridge licences, cricket shed door.
To be added: Christmas tree (January), mowing contract, public rights of way.

Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 20 November 2023.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:10 pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:




