NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 22 May 2023 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Brian Hulcup,
Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mark Tennant

In Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk), Tim Barter (advisor) and Cllr Jules Russell

1. Election of Chairman
It was RESOLVED that Clir Andrew Wellman be elected Committee Chairman.
2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Byron Hadley, Patsi Rainey, and Guy Woolley.
3. Declarations of Interest
No committee members declared an interest.
4, Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 27 March 2023 be
confirmed and signed as an accurate record.

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY

5. Cemetery

To receive and note the officer report. The Administration Officer would be leaving the
council’s employment at the end of the month and a handover was pending.

6. Churchyard

To note partial collapse of the wall with Glebe House, receive details of correspondence with
the diocese and with Glebe House Management Company, and determine further actions.
The Clerk explained the background. Directors of the Glebe House Management Company
had found some documents relating to their purchase of the property; and made an offer to
share the costs 50:50 subject to conditions. Members agreed that ivy should be removed
from the wall, as it will always get worse if left.

It was RESOLVED that, before considering the offer to share costs, a meeting would be
arranged with Glebe House Management Company to review their documents, and another
request be made to the diocese to check their records. The Clerk, Clir Terry-Morley-
Blackwell, and Tim Barter would take the meeting.

7. Bi-annual Asset Inspections
To receive the Cemetery and Churchyard inspection report and consider actions arising.

The poor condition of the tarmac pathway from the south gate was highlighted. The Clerk
would investigate pricing with a view to including it in the budget for the next financial year.
Committee members expressed a preference for a more natural surface such as self-binding
gravel. It was noted that a faculty may be required; this would be raised with the church.

The ‘Joan Mitchell’ bench in the churchyard was wobbly. Clerk to check records to see who
originally provided it and ask the handyman to have a look.
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PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES

Finance

Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date. There was not much to
see so early in the financial year.

Allotments

The Clerk reported that one or two plots may become vacant by the autumn.

Play Areas & Equipment

To receive annual playground inspection report and consider actions arising.
Findings of the inspection of King George V Playing Field were discussed as follows:
(a) Slabs by gate: monitor height of erosion,

(b) Missing caps behind notice board: no action (very low risk).

(c) Cradle swings; cap missing from 2 bay swing, Cllr Wellman will replace.

(d) Wetpour around swing and roundabout: Clerk to seek estimates to repair.

(e) Zip-wire dismantling inspection required: Clerk to obtain quotation from manufacturer
and given authority to proceed if the price is similar to last time.

(f) MUGA / Goal wall: Instruction had been given to remove matting and lay turf but this
hadn’t been carried out, grass had recovered, as it is not appropriate to lay turf until the
autumn, it was agreed to review at the next meeting.

(g) Goals: nets have been reattached with cable ties.

Findings at Ward Road playground: none.

To receive routine inspection reports and consider actions arising.
The reports were received. There were no significant findings.
Cllr Tennant volunteered to carry out the weekly inspection.

Clir Hulcup asked about installation of the round picnic bench, Clerk reported that
McCracken had collected the bench so hoped it would be installed soon.

To review quotations to replace the fencing at Ward Road playground. It was felt that the
condition of fence at Ward Road end is adequate, although it has some missing slats,
supported by hedge, and could be repaired. Handyman has secured the post at the Tayler
Road end, so gate is working for now.

It was RESOLVED that accepts Mr Barter’s offer to replace the missing slats and continue to
monitor the condition of the fence.

To review management of the junior goals on the playing field. The Clerk reported that the
goals are not being moved weekly as promised. Cllr Morley-Blackwell suggested and it was
agreed that Teen Café users could help with moving the goals under adult supervision. Clerk
would speak to Community Builder about this.

To consider request to purchase a new activities chest. The two options suggested were not
thought to be suitable and various others were identified at the meeting. Committee had no
objection to the purchase providing the box was funded from the Youth Activities grant, and
the Clerk was satisfied that it was safe to use and robust enough for the public domain.
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To consider repair of the cricket shed door.

It was RESOLVED that the quotation be accepted from Stephen Chilton to supply and fit a
new door, and paint the door for an estimated cost of £520.

Biannual Asset Inspection
To receive bi-annual Town asset inspection report and consider actions arising.

The inspection report was received. Two main issues had been reported following the
inspection in April, both now resolved. The pavilion oil tank had been replaced, the bus
shelters had been repaired and reinstalled.

Clir Russell offered to help design the signs.
Items for Future Meetings

Already noted: Meadow Management Plan, tree survey, bridge licences, wildflower planting,
Garden of Remembrance, Green Ring and PROW, CNN projects.

Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 24 July 2023.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:




