NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting held at the Westwoods Centre
on 30 January 2023 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Gina Blackwell, Byron Hadley,
Brian Hulcup, Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mr Tim Barter

Officers in Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk) and Mary Cassidy (Admin Officer)

1. Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence.
2. Declarations of Interest

No committee members declared an interest.
3. Confirmation of Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the committee meeting held on 28 November 2022 be
confirmed and signed as a true record.

4. Action Point Update
Point arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda included:

e The estimate for mending the cricket store door exceeded £500 and so had not been
actioned. The Clerk was asked to include this on the next agenda.

e Council may need new arrangements for the Christmas tree next year as the usual
contractors may not be able to erect the tree or help with the lights.

e Defibs had two uses in January and, in addition to pads, a battery needs replacing. After
further discussion with South West Ambulance Service (SWAST) it has been agreed to
register all AEDs with The Circuit as this is the only way to be sure information is shared
across county boundaries. Staff will continue to report the defib status on Webnos. It
was proposed that a card with contact details is put inside the AED cabinet so we are
informed promptly when the defibs are used and can bring them back into service. A
new defib in the Fortey Road area was suggested.

5. Finance
Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date.
6. Allotments

6.1 The Admin Officer gave a verbal update. It is a quiet time of year. One tenant has raised
concerns about ivy on the wall by his plot. He was hesitant to deal with it himself in case it
disturbed the wall. Committee accepted an offer from Mr Barter to prune back the ivy and
check the condition of the underlying wall.

6.2 Committee reviewed the allotment fees, with new charges to take effect September 2024.

It was RESOLVED that rent be set as £15 and £17 for smaller and larger plots, respectively
from September 2024.
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7.1
7.2

7.3

7.4

7.2

Cemetery and Churchyard
The Admin Officer gave a verbal update. It had been a busy month for burials.
Members reviewed cemetery fees and discussed charges that would apply from April 2023.

It was RESOLVED that the charges be increased by 10% as set out in the report, except as
follows: £120 for a headstone, £40 for a vase and £40 for an additional inscription.

To discuss proposal from Clir Hadley to create a Northleach Burial Board. His original
proposal had been for a separate group, but the idea had been refined following discussions
with Council Officers. Instead of having a separate committee, it was proposed to move the
bulk of cemetery business to the start of the committee meeting, so that interested parties
could join in with that part of the meeting. If the volume of business increased and topics
needed more time to develop then more time could be allocated with additional meetings.

It was RESOLVED that bring cemetery matters to start of meeting and invite cemetery
experts to attend meetings in an advisory capacity.

Clir Hadley would issue invitations to the local undertaker and memorial masons.

Committee received an update from Clir Hadley on his proposal to create a Garden of
Remembrance. Over the next 20 years he feels we will see decrease in burial and increase in
cremation. Cllr Hadley had met with a landscape designer on site and sketched out the
resulting ideas, which he shared with committee members. They had discussed having a
gateway, and a dividing hedge, with a circular path to divide the ground into quadrants. The
design would offer several options for memorialising loved ones. There could be rose bush
burials where ashes are scattered and rose bush goes on top. A centre island could be used
for scattering, and memorial plaques purchased to place on the kerb sets by the path. It was
also suggested that the river could be made more of a feature. The landscape designer was
going to provide an estimate of costs for drawing up the design.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be authorised to progress this project within the usual
delegated expenditure limits.

The Clerk to contact Farmington Trust to pick up discussions about developing the cemetery.

It was also noted that the ashes garden chains are breaking. Clir Hulcup offered to remove
the broken post and refix the chain. The Admin Officer noted that the flat stones are
overgrown, and it was agreed that ClIr Hadley would carefully edge around the plaques.

Committee considered a proposal from Glebe House Management Company to share costs
of obtaining a legal opinion on responsibilities for the wall. The Council’s position remains
that the only available evidence indicates the wall is part of the estate of Glebe House rather
than the churchyard.

Clir Hadley would ask the Church Commissioners whether they have anything within their
archives relating to the sale of the vicarage in Northleach.

It was RESOLVED that the request be politely declined, and to ask the leaseholders again to
provide copies of their ownership deeds and any other paperwork relating to boundaries;
and to suggest appointing a party wall surveyor.

Play Area Inspections

Committee received the latest weekly playground inspection report. The fencing at Ward
Road has been patched again. Both gates got broken over the Christmas period and all gate
furniture has been replaced. It was suggested that Clirs inspect the site.
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8.2

9.2

10.

10.1

10.2

11.

12.

To review management of the junior goals on the playing field. It had been previously
agreed that the goals must be moved weekly but it had become clear this was not
happening. The Community Builder had apologised as she had overlooked the request.

It was RESOLVED that respond that goals must be moved weekly, and to ask the Community
Builder to put together a rota and provide it to us with contact numbers in case of issues.

It was agreed to review the situation at the next meeting.
The Clerk was also asked to include the matter on the KGV Trust agenda.
Around Town

A date has been set for the Northleach Lions Litter Pick of Saturday 18 March, 9:40am for
10am start. We have been advised how to report nitrous oxide canisters.

Cotswold District Council’s road cleaning team have been out. Clir Hulcup has been trying to
coordinate moving the cars opposite Coalyard Farm so sweepers could clear the leaves.

Committee reviewed the Council’s Winter Action Plan in light of the snow fall before
Christmas. It was agreed that the priority areas for gritting are the Westwood Centre, the
Market Place and the route to school down Layton Lane. The coordination role in the County
Council role description was undertaken by staff in the office rather than by the Snow
Warden, who carried out gritting as a contractor. It was agreed to update the Snow Warden
designation in August ready for next winter.

Grounds Maintenance

To confirm areas to be managed for wildflowers and agree signage. The Clerk reported that
the Cultivation licence is in hand. It was agreed to order five signs from the Glorious
Cotswold Grasslands project.

To consider request from residents of Rixon Road and Bradley Drive management
companies to include mowing and hedge cutting of their estate areas in the council’s
grounds maintenance contract.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk could progress the request.
Items for Future Meetings

To receive items for future meetings: Already noted: Meadow Management Plan, process
for transferring burial rights, tree survey, bridge licences.

The Clerk was asked to write a thank you letter to the resident for removing the dilapidated
bridge on the playing field and advise that if wanted to replace it with a new structure then
they would need a specific agreement.

Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 27 March 2023.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:25 pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:

Page 3 of 3



