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NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Property & Premises Management Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Westwoods Centre  

on 28 November 2022 at 7pm 

Committee Members Present:  Cllrs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Gina Blackwell, Brian Hulcup, 

Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mr Tim Barter 

Officers in Attendance:  Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk) and Mary Cassidy (Admin Officer) 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence from Cllr Byron Hadley. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

No committee members declared an interest. 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

Cllr Hulcup had been at the meeting but was missing from the attendance list. 

Minute 8.1 regarding the storage of junior goals over winter was questioned. As there were 

different recollections, it was decided to replace the word “agreed” with “discussed”. 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the committee meeting held on 26 September 2022, 

subject to these amendments, be confirmed and signed as a true record. 

4. Action Point Update 

Point arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda included: 

• The cricket store door was rotten and a quote had been received to replace it. Members 

felt it was important for security that it be mended. Owing to the level of spend, it was 

agreed to deal with the matter under delegated authority. 

• Mr Barter had spoken to the Carbon Neutral Northleach representative about tree 

planting and they were planning a site visit. 

• The Christmas tree is going up on Thursday. 

• Men in Sheds had assembled the picnic table, we are waiting on McCracken to install it. 

• Members wished to thank the volunteer gardener who has replanted the raised bed in 

the Market Place. The Clerk was asked to remind her to submit any invoices. Another 

volunteer has started work on the flower beds by the south gate of the churchyard. 

5. Finance 

Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date. The budget was on 

track for the time of year. A question was raised about the Winter Plan and snow clearing. 

The Clerk explained that there is a contingency fund for snow in an earmarked reserve. 

6. Allotments 

The Admin Officer gave a verbal update. There is one vacant allotment and a new tenant is 

due to view the plot. Water has been turned off for the winter. 
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7. Cemetery and Churchyard 

7.1 The Admin Officer gave an update. The following matters were discussed:  

• A new wheelie bin has been delivered to replace the one with no lid.  

• Concern was raised about a low branch which people have to duck under. It was felt that 

the branch was so substantial that removing it would harm the appearance of the tree. 

• There are lots of self-seeded shrubs and trees among gravestones and tabletop tombs, 

which need attention.  

• It is time to empty the cemetery waste, and hedges next to it need cutting annually.  

• Lime trees on the north wall are touching graves and need attention.  

• Over the summer several graves were dug, but the turfs had died due to the heat, so the 

graves looked awful. Last week the grave diggers had topped up the graves.  

• Spoil is being stored on a space needed for future graves; a new space should be 

allocated.  

Cllr Hulcup and the Admin Officer agreed to meet to look at the hedges and site for spoil. 

While on site they would also check an overhanging branch in the churchyard. 

7.2 To receive an update on process and charges for transferring burial rights: The Admin Officer 

and Town Clerk had attended a training course by ICCM on transferring burial rights.  A grave 

becomes part of the deceased’s estate and must be correctly transferred to a new owner 

before a memorial is erected. It was suggested that the application form for burial rights 

includes an expression of wish for the transfer of rights after death. Officers are developing 

new forms and will make enquiries. 

8. Play Area Inspections 

8.1 Committee received the latest weekly playground inspection report. Action points noted: 

• The gate springs at the KGV Playground have failed. The supplier has been contacted 

and new springs could be purchased but are currently out of stock. The Clerk was 

requested to find out if the handyman could fit new springs. 

• The gate at the Ward Road Playground does not close. The post may need replacing. 

8.2 To discuss and agree management of the junior goals on the playing field: Officers had raised 

ongoing concerns over safety and long-lasting damage to the grass because volunteers were 

slow to move the goals on request. The option of storing the goals over winter was raised 

again, but members were reluctant to take this step during football season.  

It was RESOLVED that the junior goals could stay on the playing field, providing they are 

moved every week, and the matter would be kept under review. It was suggested that the 

Junior Football Club move the goals during their weekend sessions. 

9. Around Town 

9.1 Committee received the biannual asset inspection reports for Council property. The 

cemetery and churchyard had been discussed earlier in the meeting. It was noted that the 

lights on the Town Sign will be checked when the Christmas tree is erected. 

The pavilion oil tank was discussed; the matter would be referred to the KGV Trust. 
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9.2 To consider purchase of hi Viz vests with Council logo or name on the back. The Clerk had 

checked online prices with various suppliers. 

It was RESOLVED that 10 sets of hi Viz vests in larger sizes with the words “Town Council” on 

the back would be purchased from Wreal Sports at an expected cost of £8.50 ex VAT each. 

9.3 To consider a request for a memorial bench. The applicant had proposed a memorial bench 

design but had not said where they hoped to site the bench. Members discussed suitable 

sites for benches and suggested: (a) Ward Road playground; (b) the end of the short-mown 

meadow opp. Dutton Lane, (c) a rustic bench with no back that could look over either 

direction at the junction of the meadows, or (d) in the cemetery near the water tap. 

10. Grounds Maintenance  

10.1 Committee received an update on the application for a cultivation licence (permission to 

sow wildflower seeds). The Clerk has filled in the County Council’s application form and is 

awaiting further information about consulting with statutory undertakers. 

10.2 Council had agreed the specification for the grounds maintenance contract in 2023-25. The 

publishing of the tender had been delayed, but it would be published as soon as possible. 

11. Meadow  

11.1 To review draft Meadow Management Plan. A draft plan was circulated to members. 

Members were invited to review the plan and provide feedback before the next meeting. 

11.2 To consider request for a bench on the meadow. A response had already been given that the 

bench in this location would hinder the management regime on the meadow. 

12. Budget proposals 

To agree budget proposals for 2023-24 for recommendation to Full Council. The Clerk had 

drawn up a preliminary budget with an overall committee budget increase of just over 10%. 

In terms of projects, two are at an early stage and so the budget impact is not yet clear: 

(a) to develop a garden of remembrance, and (b) actions arising from the Meadow 

Management Plan, such as hedge planting or dry stone wall maintenance. 

13. Items for Future Meetings 

The following items already noted: long-term vision for cemetery (Cllr Hadley), tree survey, 

licences for bridges, Green Ring, tree planting and hedging proposals, wildflowers.  

14. Date of Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 23 January 2023. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:10 pm. 

 

 

 

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes: ______________________________ 


