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NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Property & Premises Management Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Westwoods Centre  

on 27 March 2023 at 7pm 

Committee Members Present:  Cllrs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Gina Blackwell, Byron Hadley, 

Brian Hulcup, Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mr Tim Barter. 

In Attendance:  Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk) and Mary Cassidy (Admin Officer) 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies for absence. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

No committee members declared an interest. 

PART A: BURIAL AUTHORITY 
3. Cemetery 

3.1 To receive and note the officer report. The Admin Officer reported that it had been a busy 

period with a number of full burials. Tributes from Christmas still remain, she had removed 

broken glass last week, and is visiting twice a week to keep an eye on things. 

3.2 To approve the new guides and forms for transfer of grave ownership. Members questioned 

the process in cases of intestacy. The Clerk explained that this was a significant piece of work 

for which staff had received extra training. It resulted in two new guides and six forms, 

which were required for immediate use. They could be amended later if necessary. 

It was RESOLVED that the guides and forms be adopted. 

3.3 To review quotation to design a Garden of Remembrance, and agree the next steps. 

A quotation had been received to draw up a site plan showing the initial conceptual design. 

As the value was over £3,000, three quotations would be required. Cllr Wellman questioned 

whether this was a priority for council spending in the current environment? It was agreed 

that plans should include a pathway from the main gate to the Garden of Remembrance. 

It was RESOLVED that additional quotations be sought. 

3.4 To receive information on a request for access to repair vicarage wall. It was felt this was not 

an unreasonable request, but the council would require conditions: access on foot only, they 

must tidy up afterwards, reinstate the area if necessary, respect the cemetery environment, 

no radios while working, and keep the council informed of the dates of work. 

It was RESOLVED that permission be granted subject to the above conditions. 

4. Churchyard 

4.1 To consider request from the PCC to hold an Easter Egg Hunt in the Churchyard. 

It was RESOLVED that the Committee had no objection to the Easter Egg Hunt going head 

providing that activities are risk assessed and children have adult supervision. 
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4.2 To receive an update on correspondence regarding Glebe House wall and consider 

appointing a party wall surveyor. 

Cllr Hadley had located the original conveyance for the sale of the old parsonage in 1980, 

which had been deposited in Lambeth Palace Library (archive of the Church Commissioners). 

Unfortunately, it didn’t mention boundaries or give responsibility to one side or other, and 

there was no package of documents with the conveyance. He had also contacted a church 

archivist without success. 

The Clerk reported that Cllr Hadley had been reimbursed for copying charges. 

It was RESOLVED to continue investigations into ownership, and await a response from the 

Glebe House owners to the proposal of appointing a party wall surveyor. 

PART B: PROPERTY & PREMISES 

5. Confirmation of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the committee meeting held on 30 January 2023 be 

confirmed and signed as a true record. 

6. Action Point Update 

Point arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda included: 

• The Northleach Lions litter pick had taken place. The Admin Officer reported that the 

event was more successful in March, before the spring growth. 

• Wildflower signage: The Clerk explained that two Glorious Cotswold Grassland signs had 

been delivered, but they were very large for verges. Signs on verges may be required to 

identify areas to leave. Agreed wording was: “wildflower trial, do not mow”. 

7. Finance 

Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date. 

8. Allotments 

 The Admin Officer gave a verbal update. Ivy had been removed from the allotment wall. The 

wall underneath is sound and capping intact, so there is no need to rebuild. 

9. Play Area Inspections 

9.1 Committee received the latest weekly playground inspection report. There was nothing new 

to report other than the fencing at Ward Road has been patched again. The broken goal by 

the pavilion has been dismantled and removed from site.  

9.2 To consider quotations to replace fencing at Ward Road playground. Three quotes had been 

received to replace fencing at both ends of the grounds. It was noted that the value of the 

quotation was greater than the entire ‘Town’ budget allocation. It was suggested the price 

could be reduced by lowering the height of the fence on the Tayler Road end.  

It was agreed to review the PPMC budget at the next council meeting.  

Admin Officer would contact a contractor recommended by Cllr Morley-Blackwell. 

9.3 To review management of the junior goals on the playing field. The Community Builder had 

agreed that volunteers would move the goals weekly. One of the padlocks had seized and it 

was agreed that Cllr Wellman would cut it off. The Clerk would provide a spare padlock. 
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10. Grounds Maintenance  

To receive an update on request for mowing services. The Clerk had sought advice from the 

Society of Local Council Clerks, who advised against providing mowing services to residents 

as there is no specific power that enables a Council to undertake this type of activity.  

It was RESOLVED not to take this forward. 

11. Around Town 

11.1 It was agreed to host a defib awareness session on Thurs 27 April. South West Ambulance 

Service Trust would provide the training free of charge, the council would provide the venue.   

11.2 To consider request from a resident to relocate the Tayler Road street name sign. The sign 

had originally been installed on Midwinter Road rather than Tayler, and had since gone 

missing. The Clerk would follow up. 

11.3 To consider Tennis Club request for signage to tennis courts.  

It was RESOLVED that Committee has no objection to a sign on Meadow Lane but did not 

support a sign on the Market Place and declined to contribute to costs. 

11.4 To note damage to bus shelter on East End and agree repair/replacement.  

It was noted that the matter would be referred to Full Council due to the value of the work. 

12. Items for Future Meetings 

Already noted: Meadow Management Plan, tree survey, bridge licences, wildflower planting,  

To be added: Green Ring and PROW, cricket store door. 

13. Date of Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 22 May 2023. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:15 pm. 

 

 

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes: ______________________________ 


