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NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Property & Premises Management Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Westwoods Centre  

on 26 September 2022 at 7pm 

Committee Members Present:  Cllrs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Gina Blackwell, Byron Hadley, 

Brian Hulcup, Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mr Tim Barter (from item 4). 

Officers in Attendance:  Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk) and Mary Cassidy (Admin Officer) 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies for absence. Mr Barter was delayed. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

No committee members declared an interest. 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the committee meeting held on 25 July 2022 be 

confirmed and signed as a true record. 

4. Action Point Update 

Most items were included elsewhere on the agenda. It was noted that McCracken had 

agreed to deal with the hedge on Ward Road among other things, in lieu of mowing that had 

not been required over the summer. 

Mr Barter arrived. 

5. Finance 

Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date.  

6. Allotments 

The Admin Officer gave a verbal update. All invoices went out this month, at the new rates, 

and about one third of tenants have paid to date. Two tenants have handed their plots back, 

including a larger plot near the car park. People on the waiting list are being contacted.  

7. Cemetery and Churchyard 

7.1 The Admin Officer gave an update on the safety inspections. The final two unstable 

memorials on the list have been fixed although the council had not been notified about the 

work. Another wobbly memorial has been identified, which will be monitored.  

7.2 Cllr Hadley reported on his proposal of a long-term vision for the cemetery. He has started 

drawing plans for a Garden of Remembrance and investigating options for expansion 

including identifying empty plots in the older part of the cemetery. Raising tree canopies 

would ensure spaces are not lost to trees.  

Cllr Hadley and the Admin Officer agreed a date to meet on site. 

It was noted that the plastic chains around the ashes garden have deteriorated. 
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8. Play Area Inspections 

8.1 Committee received the weekly playground inspection reports. New issues arising:  

• A hole has been cut in the edge of the basket swing rubber using a knife. The hole has 

been patched with duct tape, and it is hoped that this stays in place and no further 

damage occurs. The incident has been reported to the Police. 

• The chain guard on the zip wire button has cracked. It was agreed to purchase a chain 

guard with the next playground parts order, so it is ready to be replaced.  

• The gates are not closing as the springs have failed again. Cllr Hulcup has tried to tighten 

the springs without success. New springs are required, the Clerk will contact the 

supplier. There appear to be more dogs in the playground because the gates don’t close. 

Committee discussed the weights on the junior goals which are extremely heavy, with some 

volunteers using their cars to move the weights. It was discussed whether the goals would 

have to be stored in the colder months when it is not possible to drive on the field. 

Unfortunately, one of the wheels is broken after the goals had been dragged across the field 

with the weights still attached. A pin is missing and would need to be replaced. 

8.2 Committee noted that McCracken & Sons have agreed to make the concrete base for the 

round picnic table and will install it once Men in Sheds have assembled it. 

8.3 Committee received quotations from three companies for resurfacing the area in front of 

the goal wall. The type of surfacing was discussed at length. The surfacing would have to be 

suitable for the activities and withstand considerable wear including mowing machinery. It 

was noted that the surface area included by some of the quotes may be too small, judging 

from the existing pattern of wear. It was agreed to seek quotations for type 3 and type 4 

polymetric surfacing and also a quotation for wetpour over a larger area. 

The Clerk advised that the quotations are likely to exceed the committee budget and 

spending authority and would need to be presented to Council and/or the Trust. 

9. Around Town 

9.1 The advert for volunteer gardeners had been published and one resident had responded. 

Cllr Hulcup will meet with the volunteer. The Clerk is to investigate branded hi viz vests.  

9.2 Committee noted that the request for a new dog waste bin by the cemetery had been 

refused and agreed to put forward an alternative location by the compost bin in the 

churchyard. It was suggested using stickers to indicate that dog waste can also be put in 

litter bins with a QR code for online reporting when they are full. Action: Town Clerk. 

9.3 A quotation for the Christmas tree on the Market Place had been received. The price is 

higher this year but the increase was felt to be reasonable given the rising cost of living. 

It was RESOLVED that Bibury Landscapes be commissioned to supply, erect, and remove the 

Christmas tree at cost of £872.50 ex VAT. 

10. Grounds Maintenance  

10.1 Committee reviewed areas that could be allocated for wildflowers. Areas of private land had 

been excluded, although it was agreed to speak with Bromford about the possibility of 

wildflowers on their land. The next steps are to request permission from highway authority 

for planting in verges and review the mowing contract specification. Some areas could be 

planted with wildflower seed while others may be left to see what grows naturally. The plan 
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would be for “No mow” in the early part of the year, cut and collect from August onwards. 

There would need to be publicity to explain what the Council was trying to achieve.  

Committee discussed where to buy seed. Mr Barter agreed to investigate.  

Cllr Blackwell would still like to speak with Plantlife. 

With regards to the entrance to the town, it was noted that wall has fallen down. The Clerk 

was asked to write to the landowner about the wall. 

10.2 A date was agreed for the walkabout to review the mowing areas and specification. 

11. Meadow  

11.1 Two residents had contacted the Town Council because they felt the meadow cut had taken 

place too early in the year which was harmful for wildlife. It was agreed that habitat is 

important although it is always difficult to get the timing right as if it is left too late then 

residents complain that the area is abandoned and untidy. Mr Barter explained the principle 

is that the meadow is not cut before 15 July in accordance with Natural England guidelines, 

and it had been cut on 15 July this year, although the council could arrange to cut it later 

depending on the season and contractor’s availability. He would like to record thanks to the 

contractor for doing the work at reasonable cost. It was agreed that generally the aim would 

be not to cut the meadow before 1 August.  

Cllr Wellman left the meeting and Cllr Morley-Blackwall assumed the chair. 

11.2 The footpath warden had asked if the Council would share the cost of replacing the footpath 

stile with a kissing gate opposite Dutton Lane with the neighbouring landowner.  

 It was RESOLVED that the request for installation of a wooden kissing gate be approved and 

to contribute half the cost, expected to be about £75. 

11.3 A letter had been received from Carbon Neutral Northleach about planting a hedge in the 

meadow. It was felt that a hedge that would further damage the wall and there are cables 

overhead. Concerns were also raised about the cost of future maintenance. It was suggested 

that the overgrown hedge on the other side of the wall which represents the actual 

boundary be replaced. This would require a new fence on the livestock side. Another 

suggestion was to plant a hedge between the playground and the field.  

Mr Barter agreed to contact the group to discuss. 

12. Items for Future Meetings 

The following items already noted: Process and charges for transferring burial rights 

(pending training course on 15 Nov), long-term vision for cemetery (Cllr Hadley), tree survey.  

13. Date of Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 28 November 2022. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:05 pm. 

 

 

 

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes: ______________________________ 


