NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 25 July 2022 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Gina Blackwell, Byron Hadley,
Terry Morley-Blackwell, and Mr Tim Barter.

Officers in Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk)

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Clirs Brian Hulcup.
2. Declarations of Interest

No committee members declared an interest.
3. Confirmation of Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the committee meeting held on 23 May 2022 be
confirmed and signed as a true record.

4. Action Point Update

It was noted that the Town Handyman had painted the benches in the Market Place and
mended the fence at the entrance to the playground on Ward Road.

5. Finance

Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date. There was nothing of
note so early in the financial year.

6. Allotments

Committee received the written report from the Admin Officer.

It was RESOLVED that £49 of topsoil be ordered from Wickes to fill up the flower beds.
7. Cemetery and Churchyard

7.1 Committee received a written report from the Admin Officer. The three crosses at the
entrance have now been repaired. Of the top 5 memorials that needed urgent attention to
the rear of the cemetery, 3 have been fixed, one is in process and the last has been laid flat.

7.2 Committee reviewed new draft clauses in respect of pre-existing traditional graves and
cremated remains at 3.4, 3.5 and 6.7. The phrase “With a kerbs” to be corrected.

It was RESOLVED that the revised cemetery regulations be adopted.

7.3 Committee discussed the complex process and charges for transferring burial rights. This
decision was deferred pending staff training which is booked for November.

7.4 Motion to consider creating a long-term vision for development and future management of
the cemetery. Clir Hadley presented this item, a proposal to create a new garden of
remembrance (GOR) in the area by the river, with one area for burial of ashes and another
for scattering ashes, defined by kerbs where bronze plaques could be placed, and memorial
benches. Clir Hadley agreed to draw up rough sketch as the first step.
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10.

11.
111

11.2

12.

13.

The Clerk reported that residents are unhappy that people are walking over graves and she
had been asked to raise this with council. It was observed that the existing pathways are just
spaces where there aren’t any burials and it may be possible to include proper laid paths as
part of a new garden of remembrance project. Locking the cemetery back gate to prevent
people taking a walk through the cemetery was considered but rejected.

Playground
Weekly inspections: There were no new matters to report.

Green matting is showing through at the goal wall. Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association
had sent some guidance. Tarmac wouldn’t be appropriate for football, they would
recommend rubber matting or wet pour. Officers will obtain further quotations.

Committee considered options for repair/replacement of the 5-a-side football goals.
It was RESOLVED that replacement stanchions be purchased at a cost of up to £300 ex VAT.
Around Town

Committee considered advertising for a gardener. It was agreed to advertise for volunteers
in the first instance and put an advert in the benefice magazine.

Men in Sheds had offered to care for the planters at the Westwoods, if council would cover
the cost of materials. It was agreed to accept their kind offer.

A complaint had been received about overgrown hedges on Ward Road. Clir Blackwell
volunteered her partner, who is a gardener, to take a look.

A resident had offered bedding plants for the Market Place raised beds. Clir Wellman to
follow up with the resident.

Grounds Maintenance

It was felt that it would be helpful to have a walkabout to review the contract specification.
Clirs Morley-Blackwell and Wellman and Mr Barter would join. Clerk to arrange a date.

Meadow

Committee discussed what should be included in a management plan for the meadow. In
addition to management of the meadow, the plan needs a section about river management:
to include a description of what we have and what the council is trying to achieve.

A resident on Crail View had enquired about access to the meadow side of their boundary
for maintenance. A response had been sent by the Clerk, no further action required.

Items for Future Meetings
The following items already noted: Cemetery plans.
Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 26 September 2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:50 pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:
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