NORTHLEACH WITH EASTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Property & Premises Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on 23 May 2022 at 7pm

Committee Members Present: Clirs Andrew Wellman (Chairman), Brian Hulcup, Terry
Morley-Blackwell, and Mr Tim Barter

Officers in Attendance: Pauline Rigby (Town Clerk) and Mary Cassidy (Admin Officer)

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Clirs Gina Blackwell and Byron Hadley (work).
2. Declarations of Interest

No committee members declared an interest.
3. Confirmation of Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the committee meeting held on 28 March 2022
be confirmed and signed as a true record.

4. Action Point Update

The Clerk reported that a new handyman been appointed and had already
completed several outstanding jobs, including putting up the new cemetery signs,
fixing the fence at Ward Road playground, and relocating a litter bin. It was asked if
he would be able to wash the backboard on the goal wall and tighten the zip wire.

5. Finance

Committee reviewed the expenditure against budget report to date. There was
nothing of note so early in the financial year.

6. Allotments

The Admin Officer gave a verbal update. The dry stone wall has been repaired and
she met with the handyman to look at the repairs to the wooden retaining wall.

7. Cemetery and Churchyard

7.1 Jubilee tree memorial plagues: Committee discussed the various options from
suppliers listed with the Queen’s Green Canopy but hoped to find a lower-price
product. It was agreed to ask the local undertaker to price a commemorative plaque.

7.2 Memorial safety inspections: Additional quotations had been received for refixing
the three large crosses.

It was RESOLVED that Just Memorials of Evesham be commissioned to refix the three
crosses at a cost of £250 each. Officers to confirm the pins are stainless steel.

Members discussed whether the cross of Fanny Throssell should also be refixed, and
it was agreed that it would be subject to regular re-inspections.
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7.3

7.4

7.5

8.1
8.2

8.3

The Admin Officer reported that of the 5 unstable memorials in the modern section
(Area 3) three families have been in contact although no paperwork has yet been
returned. Repair forms have come in for two memorials on the non-urgent list.

It was RESOLVED that any memorials requiring urgent attention that are not about to
be repaired are laid flat. Clir Hulcup and Mr Barter arranged to meet officers on Wed
25 May to complete this action. The Admin Officer was tasked to write to the owners
where known to advise that unless repair is imminent, memorials will be carefully
laid flat for safety reasons, and this doesn’t in any way affect the need to repair.

It was RESOLVED that the new Form M: Application To Erect A Memorial and Form R:
Application To Repair A Memorial be adopted.

Committee reviewed the expanded cemetery rules and regulations. Following a
discussion, it was agreed to continue to issue burial rights for 99 years. Clause 7.2
would be amended to read “a grave owner has 12 weeks to arrange for the work to
be carried out which is to be completed within 6 months of the date of letter.”

It was RESOLVED that the cemetery regulations as amended be adopted.

To consider creating a long-term vision for development and future management of
the cemetery. This item proposed by Cllr Hadley was deferred as he was not present.

Playground
Weekly inspections: There were no matters to report.

Annual Playground Inspections: The Clerk reported that the installation of new
equipment at Ward Road had been completed and all the remedial actions identified
in the post-installation inspection have been carried out.

The ROSPA inspection report, which therefore covered the playground on the
playing field only, had been circulated to members.

Green matting is showing through at the goal wall. Officers have sought advice on
surfacing from the Playing Fields Association and are awaiting a response.

Clir Hulcup has put some soil under the toddler swings to help level the surface.
Welds on the 5-aside goals are broken and Cllr Wellman agreed to repair them.

Committee considered a request from residents to support a grant application to the
Cotswold Youth Network Small to put towards buying larger goals on the playing
fields for use by the public, which could replace the existing 5-aside goals.

It was RESOLVED that the application be supported in principle, subject to further
discussion on the size of the goals, to ensure they can be managed along with all the
other activities on the field.

Around Town

Bi-annual asset inspection: The report was received; there are no significant changes
to report. It was agreed to ask the handyman to paint the benches in the Market
Place to match the colour of the cemetery bench, thought to be Buckingham Green.
BT have recently repainted the phone box in the Market Place.
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10.2

9.3

10.

11.

To discuss opportunities for wildflowers: Questions had been raised with the Local
Highways Manager who is sending further information on mowing of highways
verges and managing verges for wildflowers. Some areas must be mown to maintain
visibility, others are mown just once a year. Possible locations for wildflowers are
opposite Eastington road, the entrance to Nostle Road and the verge opposite. It
was noted that the highways verges in the parish, particularly the London Road, have
been cut before flowering this year. Mr Barter commented that Plantlife have an
excellent document that explains how to manage verges for wildflowers, which
states that the ideal time to cut verges is August to September. Rather than planting
wildflower seeds in the first year, if the verge is already growing grass then let it
grow and see what flowers come up naturally. The council will have to communicate
with the public about what it is doing. Topic to be revisited at the next meeting.

Litter bins: The Clerk had raised the request for a new dog waste bin by the cemetery
with the district council’s Clean and Green Officer Joe, who was surprised that the
council had been waiting more than two years for action. He has forwarded the
request to the appropriate team.

A broken litter bin opposite Dutton Alms Houses had been reported.
Items for Future Meetings

The following items already noted: Meadow management plan (July), cemetery
improvements (Cllr Hadley, held over).

Date of Next Meeting

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 25 July 2022.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:15 pm.

Signature of the Chairman on approval of the minutes:
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