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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD  

ON WEDNESDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2011 
 

PRESENT:  Cllr N Fletcher (Chairman), Cllr A Wellman (Vice Chairman), Cllr N Blades, Cllr Mrs C 

Davies, Cllr N Fisher, Cllr Mrs V Hewer, Cllr B Hulcup, Cllr Mrs P Rigby, Cllr P Sanders, Cllr G Stock, Cllr D 

Turner, Cllr C Hancock (District) and Mrs C Braidwood (Clerk), Mr & Mrs Ray (Cold Aston) – Mr C Coghlan 

(Tree Warden) 

 

136/11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action: 

Public Question Time (2) - Standing Order 22 refers 

Mrs Diana Ray of Cold Aston raised the issue of CDC’s proposed sale of The Old Prison 

and the Chairman confirmed that the Council had had discussions with Cllr Stowe, 

Leader of CDC and confirmed that the building will be going on the market shortly.  Mrs 

Ray advised that her father had donated to the collection of farming implements and 

considered that the building itself to be of equal value to the Church.  She added that 

local residents had only become aware of the sale 7 days before it was to go on the 

market; she encouraged everyone to write to Cllr Stowe and asked how the Town 

Council intended to take the matter forward ? 

Cllr Fletcher confirmed that the Council is supporting the Cotswold Conservation 

Board’s grant bid to the Heritage Lottery and that Members wished to see the 

Collection continue to be available to the community and remain intact.  He added 

that the Council will be asking for details of the running costs of the building and felt 

that there has been a distinct lack of openness on the part of CDC. 

It was agreed to apply pressure and lobby to delay the sale until the outcome of the 

Conservation Board bid is known and it was agreed to call a public meeting to highlight 

the issue and seek support from the community. 

  

137/11 Apologies and Reasons for Absence 

Cllr Fiona McKenzie (County) 

  

138/11 Acceptance and signing of Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 28 

September 2011 

RESOLVED to approve as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 

  

139/11 Declaration of Interests 

None 

  

140/11 Matters Arising from the above Minutes not included on the Agenda 

140.1/11 Grounds Maintenance  Contract  

Cllr Wellman advised that there had been a meeting with the contractor on 

Wednesday and that it was hoped to resolve all outstanding issues.  He also advised 

that the bank on the Playing Field has been cut for the first time. 

  

141/11 County and District Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr C Hancock ( District) 

Wheatsheaf Licence application -Not new details but extending current licence to 

newly refurbished areas.  In response to concern from residents the Licensee had 

reacted positively and had agreed to put together a document detailing how they 

would operate and present this to interested members of the public.  The application is 

to be discussed at a meeting of Licensing Sub-Committee on 14 November and Cllr 

Hancock agreed to represent the views of residents and the Town Council. 

He advised that Furry Feet TV had made a short film of the Town and a link has now 

been placed on the Town website and that he supports the Council’s Development 

Statement. 

Cllr F McKenzie (County) – not available. 

  

142/11 

 

Police Report 

Not available 
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Action: 

Cllr Stock suggested that as the Police have lost staff and under pressure, could a 

written report be sent for circulation.  He also advised that the Police have recently 

been ticketing car parked on double yellow lines outside Walton Court. 

  

143/11 Finance 

143.1/11 Minutes from the Committee meeting held on 18 October 2011 

Noted 

143.2/11 

 

 

 

Action: 

Report from the Chairman of the Finance, Funding and Grants Committee and draft 

Budget for 2012-2013 

Cllr Mrs Hewer explained the reasons behind the budget proposals for 2012 – 2013.  Cllr 

Mrs Hewer PROPOSED and the Council unanimously RESOLVED to request an increase of 

5% bringing the Precept up to £52,545. 

Mrs Hewer also advised that she may have found better rates of interest at 2 banks and 

is awaiting further information.  Cllr Hancock informed Members that there are only 4 

recommended institutions that CDC could safely invest in. 

143.3/11 Bills for Payment for September 2011 

PROPOSED:  Cllr A Wellman    SECONDED:  Cllr N Fletcher and unanimously RESOLVED to 

pay  

143.4/11 Budget Status and Bank Reconciliation up to 30 September 2011 

Noted 

143.5/11 

 

 

 

 

 

Action: 

Support for Young Gloucestershire Youth Van – CDC Youth Activities Fund 

Cllr Hulcup advised that he met with a representative from Young Gloucestershire that 

afternoon and confirmed that they only have funding for another 3 sessions.  It was 

agreed to apply to CDC for the Youth Ward grant of around £1,200 but in order to 

make a real difference, it was recognised that funding in the region of £5,000 is 

required.  It was agreed that Cllr Hulcup would investigate the costs further and also 

consider other sources of funding with the help of Cllr P Sanders and Cllr D Turner. 

  

144/11 Planning and Tree Works 

144.1/11 Report from the Chairman of the Planning Committee 

Nothing specific to report. 

144.2/11 

 

Action: 

Neighbourhood Development Statement 

The Statement was adopted and it was agreed to await further advice about the next 

stages from GAPTC.  

VOTING FOR:  10                  AGAINST:  0                ABSTENTIONS: 1  

144.3/11 

 

Action: 

CDC’s Request to Identify Employment Sites 

It was agreed that these are identified in the Neighbourhood Development State and 

should be advised accordingly. 

144.4/11 

 

 

Action: 

Request from Mr J Mustoe and Northleach Parochial Church Council to fell the Thuja 

Plicata in the Churchyard and CDC’s Comments 

PROPOSED:   Cllr N Blades               SECONDED:   Cllr N Fletcher   and unanimously 

RESOLVED to investigate likely costs of an Arboricultural Report. 

  

145/11 Property and Premises Maintenance Committee 

145.1/11 Report from the Chairman of the Property and Premises Maintenance Committee 

Cllr Fletcher advised that it had been agreed to take no further action regarding the 

Wellingtonia at the moment. 

  

146/11 Westwoods Committee 

146.1/11 

 

 

 

Action: 

Report from the Chairman of the Westwoods Committee 

Cllr Blades confirmed that a £500 discount before VAT has been negotiated to 

compensate for the inadequate measuring, the fly problem in the roof has returned 

again, the Gamers have cancelled their next booking and that options for similar 

bookings are being investigated. 

  

147/11 Working Groups and Projects 

147.1/11 Public Rights of Way  

Cllr Turner expressed his concern that GCC are not in a position to take up problems 

and make improves to bridle and byways and that landowners not interested in 
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replacing gates etc.  Members thanked Cllr Turner for his enthusiastic work to improve 

PROW in the Northleach area. 

147.2/11 

 

Action: 

Bridge on Water Meadow and Footway Across Surgery Site 

Cllr Stock advised that he is meeting with representatives of the Doctors Surgery to look 

at possible routes in relation to the position of the oil tank. 

  

148/11 Chairman’s Report 

Nothing further to report. 

  

149/11 Correspondence 

149.1/11 

 

 

 

Action: 

Correspondence relating to Northleach War Memorial 

Noted.  The Chairman advised that a meeting is to be arranged with Gloucestershire 

Highways to discuss possible arrow markings to guide motorists around the War 

Memorial.  In the meantime arrangements have been made to repair the wall in time 

for Remembrance Day. 

 Plus any urgent items received since publication of the agenda 

  

150/11 

 

 

 

 

Action: 

Any Other Business 

Rural Broadband 

Cllr Mrs Rigby advised that she and Mr I Ellison had attended a meeting organised by 

GRCC and that they are now the Towns Broadband champions.  Together with 

Herefordshire, Gloucestershire is carrying out a survey to gauge what services exist and 

what it is used for. She confirmed that publicity is needed and information delivered to 

all residents.  She added that during a recent BT initiative to assess services, Northleach 

came quite high in the level of responses. 

  

151/11 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Wednesday, 23 November 2011 at 7.30 pm 

 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.55 pm    

 

 

 


