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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD  

ON WEDNESDAY, 20 JULY 2011 
 

PRESENT: Cllr N Fletcher (Chairman), Cllr A Wellman (Vice Chairman), Cllr N Blades, Cllr N 

Fisher, Cllr Mrs V Hewer, Cllr B Hulcup, Cllr Mrs P Rigby, Cllr P Sanders, Cllr G Stock, Cllr D Turner, Cllr C 

Hancock (District), 11 Member of the public and Bill Jackson (Wind Turbine Installer) and Mrs C 

Braidwood (Clerk) 

 

103/11 Public Question Time (2) - Standing Order 22 refers 

Cllr Fletcher opened the meeting and passed the Chair to Cllr G Stock (Chairman of 

Planning Committee).  Cllr Stock welcomed Mr B Jackson who had been invited to 

answer technical questions from Members and the public regarding the wind turbine 

planning application.   Mr R Wills the applicant was also present. 

11/02605/FUL  Erection of a 55kw 34.2m high wind turbine at Land At Winterwell Barn, 

Northleach, Gloucestershire  

Information showing the size of the proposed turbine was circulated (Attached) and 

during discussion the following issues raised by Members and the public:  noise, 

danger of distraction from the highway, effect on horses being ridden along the 

nearby bridleway, whether fixed or variable pitch blades would be used, visual 

effect in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, choice of site, effect on the value 

of nearby properties, site access for installation and maintenance. 

VOTING: IN SUPPORT:  2                        AGAINST:  5                     ABSTENTIONS:  2 

It was, therefore, RESOLVED to OBJECT to the application. 

 

 

 

Action: 

 

 

 

 

 

Action: 

 

Northleach Traffic Lights 

Mr G Green advised that the timing of the traffic lights needs to be checked and re-

adjusted as they do not give enough time to turn right when leaving the Town.  It was 

agreed to contact Gloucestershire Highways. 

Narrow Entrance to the Brewery 

Mrs G Barnard advised that the lines denoting parking bays near to the entrance of 

The Brewery have been covered by re-surfacing and that visibility from the junction 

with West End is being obstructed by parked cars.  She added that the Police are not 

enforcing parking restrictions and requested that a traffic mirror is installed to give 

better visibility.  Members agreed to survey all parts of High Street and highlight areas 

that have the same problem, to request that all the lining is reinstated at the same 

time and identify sites where traffic mirrors would be helpful. 

  

104/11 Apologies and Reasons for Absence 

Cllr Carol Davies (Personal), Cllr Fiona McKenzie (County) and Sgt Martin Jones. 

  

105/11 Acceptance and signing of Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 22 June 

2011 
Cllr B Hulcup’s apology was added and It was then unanimously RESOLVED to confirm the 

Minutes as a true and accurate record and they were signed by the Chairman. 

  

106/11 Declaration of Interests 

None 

  

107/11 Matters Arising from the above Minutes not included on the Agenda 

Deer Signs 

It was noted that only one has been installed in the incorrect position and that 

Gloucestershire Highways are aware. 

  

108/11 County and District Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Hancock advised: 

 GO Shared Services have been agreed with Cheltenham and West Oxfordshire 
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and will come into effect April 2012 giving savings of £125,000. 

 Waste Services are to be shared with Cheltenham saving £575,000 and will include 

plastic bottle collect. 

 The number of Councillors will be reduced with the introduction of 1 Member 

Wards with the possibility of £175,000 savings.  This may necessitate boundary 

changes. 

 £50,000 is to be distributed throughout the Wards for Youth activities.  Briefing 

document attached.  This will not be available for younger children and will be 

subject to a light touch audit. 

  

109/11 Police Report 

None 

  

110/11 Finance 

110.1/11 Financial Statement and Budget Report up to 30 June 2011  

Cllr Mrs V Hewer agreed to investigate opportunities for earning more interest. 

110.2/11 Bills for Payment for June 2011 

2 payments for Broadband in same month were queried. 

Proposed:  Cllr P Sanders and  Seconded:  Cllr A Wellman and UNANIMOUSLY 

RESOLVED to pay. 

110.3/11 

 

Action: 

Donation Request from North Cotswolds Hospital, Moreton in Marsh 

It was agreed to defer this to the forthcoming Finance, Funding and Grants 

Committee. 

  

111/11 Planning and Tree Works 

111.1/11 Report from the Chairman of the Planning Committee 

Noted 

111.2/11 11/02605/FUL  Erection of a 55kw 34.2m high wind turbine at Land At Winterwell Barn, 

Northleach, Gloucestershire  

See Item 103/11 

  

112/11 Property and Premises Maintenance Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action: 

Report from the Chairman of the Property and Premises Maintenance Committee 

Cutting of Meadow Grass 

Cllr N Fletcher advised that Mr T Barter was making arrangements with Mr Brazington 

to cut the meadow and bale for silage. 

Leylandii in Churchyard  

Following a request from the PCC to fell this tree, it was noted that the advice of 

CDC’s tree officer is awaited. 

  

113/11 Westwoods Committee 

 Report from the Chairman of the Westwoods Committee 

Cllr N Blades reported that the kitchen refurbishment would be carried out in August 

with new stainless kitchen units, new floor and redecoration.  The LAN Gamers have 

cancelled their next booking and it is intended to try to contact other groups to 

market the special facilities at Westwoods.  Cllr Blades thanked Cllr G Stock for 

locking and unlocking the building while the Supervisor was away. 

  

114/11 Working Groups and Projects 

114.1/11 Appointing a Member with Special Responsibilities for Public Rights of Way 

Cllr D Turner agreed to take this role on. 

114.2/11 

 

 

 

 

Northleach Market  

The Chairman introduced the debate to move the Market to the Green due to 

complaints about the prevention of traffic circulation.  He said that the Green is the 

original site for the market, it is a flatter area and now that the market is only 3 or 4 

stalls, the Green would accommodate it well.  It was noted that the Royal Charter 
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Action: 

does not stipulate a specific site.   

It was noted that this may create more problems as residents park in the Green and 

wouldn’t want a lorry parked outside their houses all day. 

It was generally agreed that if fruit and veg lorry parked in the block of bay opposite 

to the Chemist as it had done on one occasion, then it would give better access for 

other vehicles to the Market Place.  The Clerk was instructed to write to the Market 

organiser accordingly. 

114.3/11 

 

 

 

Action: 

Update Report on the Grounds Maintenance Contract – Cllr A Wellman 

A considerable number of complaints have been received about the quality of the 

grass cutting.  Cllr A Wellman advised that his is now monitoring the situation and it 

was agreed to give the new contractor another month and if the work is still not to 

an acceptable standard a meeting will be requested. 

  

115/11 Chairman’s Report 

None 

  

116/11 Correspondence 

 Email Correspondence from GCC regarding the provision of bus stops. 

Cllr Hancock advised that this has now been satisfactorily resolved.  Buses no longer 

stop at Doctors Lane but a new stop will be created near to Northleach Court.  

Pulhams now loop round the town and approach from the west rather than entering 

the Town from the traffic light which is not satisfactory and complaints have been 

received. 

It is believed that Northleach will become an important transport hub with the 

changes to bus services but no further information is yet available. 

  

117/11 

 

 

 

Action: 

 

 

Action: 

Any Other Business 

 Cllr B Hulcup thanked Members for co-opting him to the Council. 

 Cllr Mrs P Rigby advised that the Church Trustees are objecting to the Swimming 

Pool being open during school holidays and an agreement is needed to give all 

responsibility to the Swimming Pool Group.  Cllr Hancock offered to help.  

 Members were advised that the Market Place had been left in a disgraceful state 

after Charter Fair this year and Cllr WA Wellman agreed to discuss this with the 

organisers. 

  

118/11 Public Question Time (2) - Standing Order 22 refers 

 Youth Club funds 

It was noted that these funds are being held in a high interest account by the 

Council pending disposal instruction from the Trustees of the fund in accordance 

with their Constitution. 

 Westwoods Kitchen Refurbishment 

Mr Astic asked who would be paying for the kitchen refurbishment and Cllr Blades 

advised that it would be paid for from rental income and the Westwoods 

maintenance fund. 

  

119/11 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Wednesday, 28 September 2011 at 7.00 pm 

 

 
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.05 pm    


