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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD  

ON WEDNESDAY, 13 APRIL 2011 
 

PRESENT: Cllr. M Pezet (Chairman), Cllr. D Cotton, Cllr N Fletcher, Cllr M Gaut, Cllr C Hancock, 

Cllr Mrs. J Pullin, Cllr G Stock, Cllr A Wellman, Cllr Mrs F Mckenzie, Inspector B Clifford, Ms V. Hewer, 

Mr. G Green. 

 

53/11 

 

 

 

 

Public Question Time (2) - Standing Order 22 refers 

Mr. Green asked when the deer warning signs would be erected on the old A40 to 

replace the posts. The chairman responded that one sign had been positioned at the 

entrance from the A40 in accordance with the map supplied to GCC Highways Dept. 

Action: Clerk to contact Highways Dept. 

Ms Hewer asked if the Contractor had started the new season’s mowing, since West 

End had not been cut.   It was not clear if this was because of an overlap between the 

old and new contractors or a different programme of the new contractor 

Action: Clerk to confirm new contractor’s programme for future monitoring. 

  

54/11 Apologies and Reasons for Absence 

Cllr. Mrs J. Lawrence (personal), Cllr N. Blades (holiday), Cllr. M.Tufnell, PCSO B. Stagg 

(duty).  

  

55/11 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23 February 2011 

It was RESOLVED to confirm them as a true and accurate record and were signed by 

the Chairman. 

  

56/11 Declaration of Interests 

None 

  

57/11 Matters Arising from the above Minutes not included on the Agenda 

Cllr Hancock reported that the last object to the route over Eastington Road from the 

Surgery could be removed by the re-positioning of the oil tank at a cost of £1000. It was 

agreed to defer consideration of this to the new Financial Year. 

  

58/11 County and District Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr. McKenzie (County) reported that she was taking action personally to challenge 

questionable appointments which irked the public at a time of austerity. As Climate 

Change Champion she had challenged the viability of wind turbine and solar panel 

projects whose pay back period vastly exceeded their useful life. 

The County Council had listened to the public’s response to the Library review and 

allocated further funds as a result. 

There would be a consultation on local bus services, for which forms would be 

available on buses and at public information points. Changes were necessary but she 

urged the Council to encourage as wide a response as possible since part of the basis 

for the review would be mileage charges which may otherwise disadvantage the 

Cotswolds compared to urban areas. 

The Chairman and the Council thanked Cllr McKenzie for her work in support of the 

local area. 

Cllr. Tufnell (District) not available, - apologies. 

  

59/11 Police Report 

The Chairman welcomed Inspector Clifford to the meeting in his new appointment in 

charge of neighbourhood policing in the Cotswolds . 

Inspector Clifford described the recent re-structure which resulted in 6 Local Police 

areas, largely co-inciding with local government boundaries each with a 
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Superintendent, 3 Inspectors and 2 response officers. The two hubs for the Cotswolds’ 

452 sq miles would be at Cirencester and Stowe. Sgt Martin Jones and PCSO’s Gary 

Brewer and Brian Stagg would remain in their current areas. The Stations at Moreton, 

Bourton, Tetbury and Fairford were under–used by the Public and may be closed. 

Crime Figures April 2010-2011: Overall down 64 to 45; Violent Crime down 14-8; Burglary 

down 13-10; Housebreaking down 6-1; Criminal damage down 15-12; Theft up 14-15. 

Rural crime in the form of plant and machinery theft remained a significant problem, 

but overall the area was considered a particularly safe environment for the population. 

Manning: GCC funding for 63 officers would cease in 2013 and ring fenced funds for 

PCSO’s would be reviewed in 2013. Andy Fogden would continue as neighbourhood 

watch co-ordinator for Cotswold/Stroud. 

Inspector Clifford would endeavour to visit each town/parish annually. He encouraged 

all to publicise what was valued in policing since this was an effective means of 

advising the Force what was required to be maintained, as was any positive criticism of 

areas of deficiency. 

The Chairman commended PCSO Stagg for his visible and effective local presence 

and thanked Inspector Clifford for his clear and helpful presentation which was warmly 

endorsed by all councillors. 

  

60/11 Finance 

 In Councillor Mrs Lawrence’s absence no report was available, but the Chairman, 

endorsed by Cllr Gaut confirmed that at the year end the Council remained solvent. 

  

61/11 Town Plan 

 Cllr Hancock reported that the 4 year process had resulted in a significant number of 

quick wins, ongoing projects capable of result and some impossibilities. The Chairman 

invited Mr. Phillip Moore to describe the current situation. 

Mr. Moore commented that the plan ran alongside the current Council’s tenure of 

office and he encouraged the Council to adopt it. If so, after minor additions and 

variations of detail a limited number of hard copies would be available at public 

information points. His group would if required remain in existence for continuity and to 

progress future commitments such as that of the Wills’ Trust to plant a line of trees on 

their land at the west entrance to the Town. The Plan would also prove an excellent 

instrument to access public funds by demonstrating what the Public had expressed as 

needed for the Town. 

PROPOSAL: ( Cllr Fletcher, seconded Cllr. Pullin) That the Town Plan as tabled be 

adopted for the purpose of developing the amenities and environment of the Town as 

indicated by the residents. Unanimously resolved to adopt. 

  

62/11 Planning and Tree Works 

 The chairman reported that funds had been offered for tree works. It was considered 

that sufficient trees were in existence in the town centre. Cllr Hancock suggested 

consideration be given to the replacement of the self seeded Sycamores on the bank 

behind the School. (See minute 8.1 of Trustees’ meeting of 16 March 2011)  

Action: Matter to be raised at next PPMC meeting. 

  

63/11 Property and Premises Maintenance Committee Report 

 The Chairman reported that the quote from Bibury Contractors for tree works, pruning  

 etc. at East End for £690 had been confirmed/agreed. 

It was agreed that handrails on bridges across the river should be removed 

Cllr Stock agreed to progress the project for the bridge at Eastington road next 

financial year. 

Cllr. Gaut reported that there was no further progress on the water supply for the 

allotments. All allotments had been taken up and there was a waiting list of 12. In 

addition some residents had made part of their gardens available on an informal 

basis. Cllr. Fletcher undertook to talk to the Chairman of the Cotswold Hall Trust on the 
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issue of their clearing the land at the rear which was in progress as to its availability for 

allotments, managed by the Council. 

The Chairman confirmed that he had agreed with CDC to the replacement of the litter 

bins in the Market Place with multi-compartment bins as discussed with councillors. Cllr. 

Wellman asked if the bin by the seat could be moved further away. 

ACTION: Noted and agreed. Clerk to contact CDC re location. 

  

64/11 Westwoods Committee Report 

 None 

  

65/11 Working Groups and Projects 

 The Chairman reported that there had been no progress on the MUGA project. Only 

one quote had been received and the contractor had refused to visit. 

ACTION: To be continued by new Council 

  

66/11 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that he had attended a demonstration of CCTV at Fairford 

Town Council. This was most impressive and cost effective and would provide a model 

should the need arise locally. 

The chairman had been approached by the Cotswold Community Time Bank for 

permission to hold a road show in the town from a mini-bus. The concept was for 

individuals to offer skills on a recorded barter basis to other individuals. It was 

suggested that the road show be held in the Square on a market day. 

ACTION: Chairman to progress. 

  

67/11 Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

The request from the Gloucestershire Play Rangers for funding was reviewed and 

considered to be a worthy cause. 

Cllr. Hancock proposed that any funds remaining in the donations account be given 

to the Gloucestershire Play Rangers: Seconded Cllr Gaut: Agreed unanimously. 

ACTION: Clerk to progress. 

  

68/11 Any Other Business 

In response to enquiries from councillors the chairman confirmed that the Town Clerk, 

Mrs. Caroline Braidwood was recovering well and hoped to be back in post by next 

month. All Councillors asked for their best wishes to be conveyed to Caroline which the 

chairman undertook to do. 

Finally the Chairman marked the end of the final meeting of this council by thanking all 

Councillors for their hard work on behalf of the town and for their valued support to 

him in his time of office. The Councillors in turn thanked the Chairman for his excellent 

stewardship of the Council. 

  

69/11 The Date of Time of the Next Meeting 

Annual Meeting of the Town Council on Wednesday, 18 May 2011 at 7.00 pm  

 

 
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 8.10 pm    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


