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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON  

WEDNESDAY, 25 MAY 2011 
 

Present:   Cllr N Fletcher (Chairman), Cllr A Wellman (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Mrs C Davies, Cllr 

Nick Fisher, Cllr Mrs V. Hewer,  Cllr C Hancock (District), Cllr G Stock, Cllr F McKenzie (County), 

10 Members of the public, PC Gary Brewer, PCSO Brian Stagg, Mrs C Braidwood (Clerk) and Ms 

Bonnie Butler, Kath Sefton and Emily Gordon ( Environment Agency) 

 

 GROUNDWATER, HYDROLOGY AND CONTAMINATED LAND TEAM at the ENVIRONMENT 

AGENCY 

Bonnie Butler, Kath Sefton and Emily Gordon 

Bonnie Butler gave an overview of the work of the Environment Agency and introduced her 

colleagues. 

 Work within the Thames, Avon and Severn Catchment areas including 8 rivers that drain 

off the Cotswolds 

 Water levels rise during the course of the winter and start to dry out in April.  Some 

reaches of the river dries out quicker than others due to the strata.  

 EA team visit rivers once per month to record water levels and build up database. 

 3 types of monitoring are carried out on the River Leach:  rainfall , river flow and 

groundwater 

 Average of 2 – 3 mm of rain falls per day.  In July 2007, 100mm was recorded 

 This April was the driest since 1976. 

 During last winter about ¾ of normal rain fall occurred. 

 1975 and 6 were very dry winters. 

 Abstractions in the Cotswolds are mainly groundwater but there are no large ground 

water abstractions from the River Leach 

 Explained how CAMS are used in decisions to allow abstractions and how River Basin 

Management Plans achieve good ecological status 

 Looking for local help to provide Rainfall observations and Catchment walks 

 Advisable to get advice before clearing rivers and underneath bridges 

 Reservoirs are not particularly low following one dry winter but wetter winters and dryer 

summers indicate climate change. 

 

Local residents advised the team that Hampnett Brook has always caused flooding 

particularly when the main culvert is blocked 

Ms Butler agreed to take back queries and respond. 

 

1. Apologies 

Cllr N Blades, Cllr D Turner, Cllr P Sanders.  Cllr Fiona McKenzie attended the meeting but 

had to leave before being able to give her report. 

 

2. Minutes of the previous Annual Town Meeting 

Unanimously RESOLVED to confirm the Minutes as a true and accurate record and were 

signed by the Chairman. 

  

3. Matters Arising 

VAS sign in West End – It was confirmed that Gloucestershire Highways will not fund the 

equipment and that the Town Council has no budget. 

 

4. District Councillor’s Report – Cllr C Hancock 

There have been about 12 incidents of sewer flooding in the Town this year caused by back 

up in the sewerage system and resulting in 2 cellars being flooded. 

Thames Water has done 2 camera surveys and found blockages of material and fat and will 

be putting out a leaflet about the danger of overloading 

He suggested that this advice is included in the parish magazine.   

Cllr Hancock advised that David Neudegg, CEO of CDC is happy to meet representatives 

of the Council. 
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 County Councillor’s Report – Cllr Fiona McKenzie 

Not available 

 

5. Police Report 

 Community Policing Manager has been appointed for the new Policing areas of N & S 

following reorganisation which was started in 2008. 

 There will be Policing cuts but the local area will remain the same 

 £98m budget will be cut by 20% over the next 4 years with savings being made by 

reduction in support services, sale of unused buildings and review of services. 

 Neighbourhood Policing will remain to keep people safe from harm 

 Crime in Northleach is down 15% from last year and the Cotswolds, as a whole, is a very 

safe area. 

 2009 – 2010 = 64 crimes 

 2010 - 2011 = 54 

 Burglary rate is high in Cheltenham and seeking to tackle prolific offenders 

 PCSO Brian Stagg was thanked for his excellent work in Northleach and it was noted that 

the PSCO’s have taken over the work of the beat officers. 

 

A member of the public asked if there is a list of EU offenders and named someone who it 

was alleged had committed offences in Ireland.  PC Brewer was unable to comment on a 

single person and confirmed that if anyone was believed to be a threat, there is a 

mechanism in place to notify sex offenders.  He added that: Schools have a safe-guarding 

children policy in place and all such matters are taken extremely seriously; each case is 

handled on merit and the Police are not allowed to inform residents if there is a registered 

sex offender in the area.  He advised that people should always be vigilant as there may be 

sex offenders in the area that may not have be convicted or registered but he also warned 

about the incident in Sheffield where a pediatrician was mistaken for pedophile. 

 

6. Chairman’s Report 

Cllr Fletcher advised that he has only been Chairman for 7 days and, therefore, had nothing 

to report. 

 

7. Public questions 

Miss Enid Sly enquired why the corrugated iron roof at Hillmarton was being replaced by 

blue slate instead of Cotswold stone tiles and was informed that the pitch of the roof would 

have to be changed to do so. 

Mr Stephen Chilton – asked why so many projects were not completed and was advised 

that: 

 MUGA now has planning permission but requires funding in the region of £200K 

 Bridge Over River has fallen foul of planning regulations but it is hoped that this will now 

be progressed in partnership with the Cotswold Wardens. 

 Children’s Play Area needs significant funding and various bids have failed. 

 

8. Close of Meeting 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.10 pm 
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